MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

Agenda
Planning Advisory Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. Monday, March 3, 2025
(In-person, with virtual attendance if requested)

1) Call to Order — Chair, Mary MacLellan

2) Approval of Agenda

3) PAC Meeting Minutes for January 20, 2025
4) Staff Planning Reports:

e File No. AT-DA2025-002; Application to enter into a Development Agreement to
construct a Gas Station with a Convenience Store and Restaurant on Lot 9, PID
10140010, Beech Hill Road, Beech Hill, Antigonish County

e Application to Demolish the Rectory — St. Margaret’s of Scotland, Arisaig
5) Discussion Items
6) Other Business Arising
7) Adjournment

Next Meeting: To be determined
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

Planning Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 20 2025, 6:30 pm
Municipal Administration Building
285 Beech Hill Road
Beech Hill, NS B2G 0B4

In Attendance: Councillor Mary MacLellan, Chair (by Zoom)
Deputy Warden John Dunbar
Councillor Richelle MacLaughlin
Mike MacEachern

Staff Present: Shirlyn Donovan, CAO
Beth Schumacher, Deputy Clerk
John Bain, EDPC
Andrew Jones, EDPC
Brendan MacDonald, EDPC

Regrets: Morgan Peters
Colleen Briand

Also Present: Gallery

Call to Order — Chair, Councillor Mary MacLellan

The meeting of the Planning Advisory Committee was called together by the Chair,
Councillor Mary MacLellan, at 6:31 pm.

Approval of Agenda

Councillor MacLellan called for any additions or deletions to the agenda. There were
no additions or deletions to the agenda.

Moved and Seconded
THAT the agenda be approved as presented.
Motion Carried

Minutes from the PAC Meeting of September 3, 2024

Councillor MacLellan called for any errors or omissions to the minutes of the meeting
of September 3, 2024.

Moved and Seconded

THAT the minutes be approved as presented.
Motion Carried
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Staff Planning Reports

Tallgrazz Adventures Limited Rezoning (PID 01252956) East Tracadie Road

Mr. Jones provided the Committee with an overview of the proposed rezoning,
reviewing the mapping in the staff report that identified the extent of the rezoning and
showing a site plan that identified the layout of the proposed duplexes. Mr. Jones
reviewed applicable policies from the Municipal Planning Strategy, and how the
proposal complied with those policies.

Councillor Dunbar thanked Mr. Jones for his presentation. He noted that the
development does not rely on municipal servicing, and the local school is able to
handle the proposed capacity. Councillor Dunbar asked if there were any comments
from the public, and Mr. Jones noted that there were not.

Councillor MacLaughlin asked for a question of clarification regarding the proposed
area to be subject to the rezoning. Mr. Jones confirmed that it was only the portion of
the PID that was identified in the mapping in the staff report is all that is subject to the
rezoning.

Moved and seconded

That the Planning Advisory Committee recommends that Municipal Council gives
First Reading and set a Statutory Public Hearing date for the proposed amendment
to the East Antigonish Land Use By-law to rezone a portion of 385 East Tracadie
Road, PID 01252956, East Tracadie from Rural (R-1) to Residential Multi-Unit (R-2)
as per the rezoning map.

Motion Carried

Foston’s Gas Station Redesignation and Rezoning (PID 01212117) Highway 7

Mr. Jones reviewed the proposed redesignation and rezoning of Foston’s Gas Station
on Highway 7. Staff is recommending changing the designation in the Municipal
Planning Strategy from Rural Development to Commercial, and to rezone the parcel
from Local Commercial (C-1) to General Commercial (C-2) Zone. Mr. Jones explained
that the proposed redesignation would be a better reflection of the actual use of the
building as a commercial use, while the change in zoning would permit the existing gas
station. A provision to amend the C-2 zone to allow small-scale automobile sales
(maximum twelve (12) vehicles) subject to buffering where adjacent to residential uses
was proposed as well. Mr. Jones noted that the applicant was looking to open a small
restaurant and have limited auto sales on site.

A guestion was asked about whether the rezoning would still permit residences on the
upper floor of the building. Mr. Jones noted that dwelling units were still a permitted
use in the C-2 zone. A question of clarification was asked regarding how many cars
could be on the lot for sale, as opposed to how many vehicles could be on site awaiting
repair. Clarification was provided that the wording in the by-law specifically referenced
vehicles for sale.
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Moved and seconded

That the Planning Advisory Committee recommends that Municipal Council give First
Reading and set a Public Hearing date for the redesignation of the property identified
as PID01212117 from Rural Development to Commercial Designation on the West
River Antigonish Harbour Municipal Planning Strategy Generalized Future Land Use
Map, and for the rezoning of the same property from Local Commercial (C-1) Zone
to the General Commercial (C-2) zone on the West River Antigonish Harbour Land
Use By-law Zoning Map, and for the addition of small-scale automobile sales as a
permitted use in the General Commercial (C-2) Zone in the West River Antigonish
Harbour Land Use By-law.

Motion Carried

Rezone Two Properties (PIDs 10137115 and 10137131) Mount Cameron Circle

Mr. MacDonald reviewed the proposed rezoning of two parcels to change the zoning
to correct an error in the application made in May of 2024, which mis-identified the
location of a duplex and four-plex in the redevelopment plan. Mr. MacDonald explained
that the effect of the proposal would be to change the zoning of one parcel (Lot 12)
from Residential (R-1) to Residential Multi-Unit (R-2) to permit a four-plex use, while
the second parcel (Lot 16) would be rezoned from R-2 to R-1 to permit a duplex-use.
Lot 16 had been rezoned from R-1 to R-2 at the end of 2024.

Councillor Dunbar welcomed Mr. MacDonald to the Planning Advisory Committee and
thanked him for his presentation. There were no further questions regarding the
proposed rezoning.

Moved and seconded

That the Planning Advisory Committee recommends that Municipal Council give First
Reading and set a Public Hearing date for the rezoning of PID10137115 from the
Residential (R-1) Zone to the Residential Multi-Unit (R-2) Zone of the West River
Antigonish Harbour Plan Area to allow for the construction of a fourplex, and for the
rezoning PID10137131 from Residential Multi-Unit (R-2) Zone to the Residential (R-
1) Zone.

Motion Carried

Rezone 1648 Addington Forks Road from Local Commercial and Rural General Zones
to Residential

Mr. Bain reviewed the application on the former England Paving & Contracting Ltd.
Property at 1648 Addington Forks Road. The owner is looking to rezone the property
from Commercial to Residential, to reflect that the property has been used exclusively
for residential use since 2013. Mr. Bain cited policy L-2.2 in the West River Antigonish
Harbour Secondary Municipal Planning Strategy, which establishes that the
Residential (R-1) zone applies to the majority of the lands designated Residential, and
that staff felt that a portion of the property can be rezoned to Residential (R-1) subject
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to compliance with the general implementation policy. With respect to the section of
the property designated rural, Mr. Bain noted that Policy 1-1.6 enables Council to
consider rezoning the rear portion of the property to R-1.

A question was asked about whether the rezoning would affect the ability to utilize the
shop on the property as a business. Mr. Bain noted that the rezoning would remove
the commercial rights from the property, but that the building could still be used for
home occupation.

Moved and seconded

That the Planning Advisory Committee recommends that Municipal Council give First
Reading and set a Public Hearing date for the rezoning of 1648 Addington Forks
Road, Addington Forks, Antigonish County (PID 01210582) from the Local
Commercial (C-1) and Rural General (RG-1) Zone to the Residential (R-1) Zone.

Motion Carried

Discussion Items

There were no discussion items.

Other Business Arising

There was no business arising.

Adjournment
Moved
THAT, there being no further business, the meeting be adjourned at 7:08pm.

Motion Carried
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Staff Report

To: Antigonish County Planning Advisory Committee
Antigonish County Council

From: Planning Staff (EDPC)

Date: March 03, 2025

Reference: File No. AT-DA2025-002; Application to enter into a Development Agreement to
construct a Gas Station with a Convenience Store and Restaurant on Lot 9, PID
10140010, Beech Hill Road, Beech Hill, Antigonish County

Staff Recommendation:

Description
Staff recommend that the Antigonish County
Planning Advisory Committee forward the | Designation: Commercial
following recommendations: That Municipal | Current Zoning: General Commercial (C-2)

Council approve the Municipality entering into e Py e

a Development Agreement to construct a Gas
Station with a Convenience Store and | Request: Development Agreement
Restaurant on Lot 9, PID 10140010, Beech Hill | |dentification No: PID 10140010

Road, Beech Hill, Antigonish County; and that
Municipal Council give First Reading and

schedule a Public Hearing. Site Visit: January 11%, 2025

Total Lot Area: 2.30 Acres

Background Information:

On January 1st, 2025, the Eastern District Planning Commission (EDPC) received a complete
application from Island Construction and Environmental Limited seeking to enter into a
Development Agreement for Lot 9, PID 10140010, Beech Hill Road to construct a gas station with
a convenience store and restaurant. PID 10140010 is presently owned by Ron MacGillivray
Holdings Ltd.

Currently the property is designated “Commercial” and zoned as “General Commercial (C-2)”
under the West River Antigonish Harbour Plan Area in the Municipality of Antigonish County.
Restaurants and Convenience Stores are permitted as of right under the General Commercial (C-
2) Zone and, while Automobile Service Stations are not permitted as of right, the West River
Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law permits “automobile sales in the local commercial zone
subject to Policy L-3.10” by development agreement under Part 5.1 (a) of the West River
Antigonish Harbour Land Use Bylaws and Policy L-3.9 of the West River Antigonish Harbour
Municipal Planning Strategy.

Part 5.1 of the West River Antigonish Land Use By-Law states: “The following developments shall

be permitted only by development agreement, in accordance with the Municipal Government Act
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and the Municipal Planning Strategy:
a. Automobile sales in the local commercial zone subject to Policy L-3.10”

In 2017, a Development Agreement Application by Marble Holdings Limited and John MacDonald
to allow for the construction of an automatic and self-serve carwash on the subject property was
made. The Development Agreement was approved by the Municipal Council but was never
registered against the property.

Site Visit:
The subject property, PID 10140010, is \
bound by Catherine Drive, Highway 4 and /
Beech Hill Road (Figure 1). PID 10140010 /V
is located immediately across from 124

Beech Hill Road (Shell Gas Station, Needs
Convenience and Tim Horton’s) and runs

east up the grade (Figure 2).

The site has a notable western facing slope
towards the east end of the property seen

in Figure 3. At the bottom of the property

Figure 1. Context Map

parallel with Beech Hill Road is a large
existing wetland and marsh area (Figure 3). According to the survey plan the property rises from
the marsh at approximately 11.0 metres to a height of 19.0 metres.

The lot has been cleared, leveled and sloped with gravel and fill resulting in no vegetation nor
natural buffering from adjacent properties. In the time that the land was originally altered, some

areas of the lot have naturally grassed E— @4
. . W T
over especially along the back slope and is ~ —1

currently vacant as shown in Figure 4. , e

The only abutting property is also owned
by Ron MacGillivray Holdings Ltd. and
zoned as General Commercial (C-2). Both
properties are part of the same
Commercial Business Park (East Gate
Ridge). All adjacent properties along

Catherine Drive are also zoned as General | Figure 2. Photo of Site from Google Streetview (May 2024)

Commercial (C-2) and part of the same
East Gate Ridge Commercial Business Park. Properties across the street, directly fronting on Beech
Hill Road are zoned as General Commercial (C-2) (Shell Gas Station, Needs Convenience and Tim
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Horton’s) and Local Commercial (C-1).
North of the Highway 4 and Beech Hill
Road Intersection virtually all properties
are zoned as Local Commercial (C-1). The
zoning of these properties reflects the
Generalized Future Land Use Map that
this area is predominately commercial.

Some of the commercial land uses in the
area include but are not limited to a
pharmacy, personal service uses,

professional offices, automobile sales and
. . . . Figure 3. Photo of Site from Google Streetview (July 2024)
repair, gas station with convenience store

and restaurant, and retail. Most
commercial buildings in the
neighbourhood are one storey. Staff are
of the opinion that there will be minimal
impact on abutting properties since the
scale and type of developments in the
area are similar.

Additionally, the proposed development
is generally in line with the Statements of
Provincial Interest (SPI).

Analysis:

Development Agreements allow a municipality to review and consider a development proposal
for certain uses that are not otherwise permitted by the Land Use By-law. A development
agreement is a legal contract that is negotiated between the Municipality and the applicant. The
agreement is registered and runs with the title of the land. Subsequent owners of the property
are bound by the terms of the development agreement.

Policy L-3.9 of the West River Antigonish Harbour Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS) sets out
that:

“It shall be the policy of Council to consider approval of automobile sales and automobile
service stations within the General Commercial (C-2) Zone according to the development
agreement provisions of the Municipal Government Act. In considering such an
agreement, Council shall have regard to the following: ...”

As such, the proposed use proceeds by way of the development agreement approval process.

The Developer, as per section “2.5 Cost, Expenses, Liabilities, and Obligations” of the
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Development agreement, is liable and obligated to meet all Federal, Provincial, and Municipal
laws, by-laws, regulations, and codes applicable to the Property. This includes the fire protection
requirements of the Municipality and the National Building Code. These requirements shall be
met prior to the issuance of a building permit.

Policy L-3.9 and Policy I-1.12 of the West River Antigonish Harbour Municipal Planning Strategy
set out criteria to which Council shall have regard to in its consideration of a development
agreement. Please refer to Appendix A for a summary of Policy L-3.9 and Policy I-1.12.

Municipal Council is required to consider whether the proposal is premature or inappropriate by
reason of Policy I-1.12 (b) i) the financial capability of the Municipality to absorb any costs relating
to the development, ii) the adequacy of sewer and water services to support the proposed
development, iii) the adequacy and proximity of school, recreation and other community
facilities, iv) adequacy of road networks adjacent to, or leading to the development and v) the
potential for the contamination of watercourses or the creation of erosion and sedimentation.
Staff solicited input on the proposal for Policy .1.12 i) the financial capability of the Municipality
to absorb any costs relating to the development, ii) the adequacy of sewer and water services to
support the proposed development, and iv) adequacy of road networks adjacent to, or leading to
the development.

The property has frontage on “Catherine Drive” which is a municipally owned road. On January
10, 2025, Staff received comment from the Antigonish County Department of Public Works. The
Municipal Department of Public Works has stated the road network adjacent to or leading to the
proposed development is adequate and does not require any upgrades due to the development.

The property also has frontage on “Highway 4” and “Beech Hill Road” which are provincially
owned roads. On January 20, 2025, Staff received comment from the Nova Scotia Department of
Public Works. The Nova Scotia Department of Public Works has stated that they currently do not
have any concerns regarding the road network adjacent to or leading to the proposed
development. A Working Right-of-Way Permit will be required prior to any construction activities
and at that time, the Department can offer further comments on the offset from the Beech Hill
Road intersection, adequacy of proposed accessing and parking facilities.

Based on the comment(s) received, the proposal satisfies the criteria for Policy 1.1.12 (b) iv)
adequacy of road networks adjacent to or leading to the development.

Policy 1.1.12 (b) ii) refers to the adequacy of sewer and water services to support the proposed
development. Staff obtained comment on January 10, 2025, from the Antigonish County
Department of Public Works. The Municipal Department of Public Works stated that municipal
sewer and water services were adequate to support the proposed development and that no
upgrades are required due to the development. The proposal therefore complies with Policy
1.1.12 (b) ii.
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On January 28, 2025, Staff received input from the Municipality of Antigonish County’s
Department of finance regarding Policy I-1.12 (b) i) the financial capability of the Municipality to
absorb any costs relating to the development. In the official letter received, the Director of
Finance confirmed that this proposal is not premature or inappropriate by reason of the financial
capability of the Municipality to absorb any cost relating to the development The proposed
development meets Policy I-1.12 (b) i based on the above comment received.

Regarding Policy 1-1.12 (b) iii) the adequacy and proximity of school, recreation and other
community facilities, the adequacy and proximity of school(s), neither the Antigonish County
Recreation Department nor the Strait Regional School Board were asked to comment on this
proposal as it is a commercial development.

Policy I-1.12 (b) v references the potential for the contamination of watercourses or the creation
of erosion and sedimentation. The Developer will be required to follow the Erosion and
Sedimentation Control section of the Development Agreement. In accordance with Policy 1.1.12
(d) An erosion and sedimentation control plan prepared by a qualified individual or company and
(e) A storm water management plan prepared by a qualified individual or company, there are
provisions within the Development Agreement requiring these plans before a Development
Permit can be granted. For these reasons the proposal complies with Policy I-1.12 (b) v.

Policy 1.1.12 (c) Whether the development has potential for damage to or destruction of historical
buildings and sites, is not applicable to this development. Since the proposal complies with all of
Policy I.1.12, the proposal also meets Policy L-3.9 (e), whether the proposal is consistent with the
criteria for development agreements, found in Policy I-1.12.

Policy L-3.9 states Council shall have regard that (a) the proposed use meets the C-2 Zone
Requirements; (b) The height, bulk lot coverage, use, and appearance of any buildings are
compatible with adjacent land uses; (c) consideration is given to building design and the provision
of barriers, berms, fences and/or landscaping as part of the development to minimize effect on
adjacent land uses; and (d) the parking and storage areas on each site are sufficient size to satisfy
the needs of the particular development; that they are well designed and properly related to the
building, landscaped areas and adjacent public streets .

The proposed development requires one (1) parking space for every 28 sq. m. (301 sq. ft.) of
commercial floor area in accordance with the West River Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law.
Since the approximate commercial floor area for the development is 469 sq. m. a total of 17
parking spaces (after rounding up) are required. As shown on the site plan, the proposed
development will provide thirty-six (36) parking spaces which more than meets the required
amount. Two (2) of these parking spaces shall be barrier free.

Since the development provides more than four (4) parking spaces, the parking area must meet
the “Parking Area Standards” laid out in the West River Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law.
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Staff Report

Additionally, outdoor storage area provisions, including screening policies, are laid out in the West
River Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law as well as embedded in the Development Agreement.
Staff feel that for the purposes of meeting Policy L-3.9 (d), these reasons satisfy the policy.

Policy L-3.9 (c) asks that “consideration is given to building design and the provision of barriers,
berms, fences and/or landscaping as part of the development to minimize effect on adjacent land
uses”. The West River Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law lays out buffering requirements for
commercial developments, particularly those abutting residential uses. The proposed Site Plan is
assessed against any such policy prior to a recommendation from Staff. The proposed Site Plan
meets all the applicable buffering requirements of the West River Antigonish Harbour Land Use
By-law.

As noted in the Site Visit Section of this report, the only abutting property is also owned by Ron
MacGillivray Holdings Ltd. with both properties not only zoned as General Commercial (C-2) but
also as part of the same Commercial Business Park (East Gate Ridge). All adjacent properties in
the vicinity are zoned as General Commercial (C-2) (Shell Gas Station, Needs Convenience and
Tim Horton’s) and Local Commercial (C-1). The zoning of these properties reflects the Generalized
Future Land Use Map that this area is predominately commercial and commercially designated.
Most, if not almost all, commercial buildings in the locality are 1 story. Staff are of the opinion
that there will be minimal impact on abutting properties since the scale and type of developments
in the area are similar. As evidenced above, Staff believe this the proposed development
constitutes considerate and well thought building/site design which satisfies Policy L-3.9 (b).

Policy L-3.9 refers to if (a) the proposed use meets the C-2 Zone Requirements. The proposed Site
Plan was assessed against the C-2 Zone Requirements, and where applicable, C-2 Zone
Requirements were included in the Development Agreement. Aside from the “no parking
between the front fagade and street” requirement, the proposal does meet the C-2 zone
requirements. Development Agreements allow for the negotiation and flexibility of terms of some
policies found in the Land Use By-law in exchange for concessions from the developer or in
consideration of the unique circumstances of the development. In this case, both apply. For
example, while Catherine Drive is considered the front lot line as per the definition of the West
River Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law, the property has frontage on two other roadways that
have much more traffic: Highway 4 and Beech Hill Road. There are no parking spaces between
the building and these roadways. Additionally, the developer has agreed to provide an EV
Charging Station. As per the West River Antigonish Harbour Municipal Planning Strategy Section
4.4.1 Preamble: “The Antigonish County Integrated Community Sustainability Plan has as one of
its objectives to “Position the community to be more economically viable and environmentally-
sustainable by lowering dependence on fossil-fuel based energy.”, which this concession helps
contribute to. Thus, Staff consider Policy L-3.9 (a) is satisfied.
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Statements of Provincial Interest:

The purpose of the Statements of Provincial Interest (SPI) is to protect the common public interest
and encourage sustainable development in municipalities. The SPI are policy statements adopted
by the provincial government under the powers of the Municipal Government Act (MGA s.193).
They are set out in Schedule “B” of the MGA and came into effect on April 1, 1999. Legislation
requires that municipal planning documents are “reasonably consistent” with the SPI. As such,
the following comments are offered with respect to consistency of the proposal with the SPI:

1. Drinking Water: The proposed development does not impact the provision of drinking
water. The property is not located within a well field or an area covered by a Source Water
Protection Plan.

Flood Risk Areas: Not in an identified flood risk area.

Agricultural Land: Not considered agricultural land or impacting agricultural lands.
Infrastructure: Makes use of existing municipal sewer service.

vk wnN

Housing: This proposed development would provide additional housing nor remove
housing.

The proposed development is reasonably consistent with the Statements of Provincial Interest.
Conclusion:

Analysis of the site and proposal completed through a review of relevant policies of the Municipal
Planning Strategy indicate that the draft development agreement is in keeping with the intent of
policy as set by the Municipality of Antigonish County for the West River Antigonish Harbour Plan
Area. After consideration, the Eastern District Planning Commission staff are advising that the
Municipality enter into a development agreement to construct a Gas Station with a Convenience
Store and Restaurant on Lot 9, PID 10140010, Beech Hill Road, Beech Hill, Antigonish County.
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Proposed Motions for the Planning Advisory Committee:
Based upon the staff recommendation, the proposed motions for PAC are:

1. That the Planning Advisory Committee recommend that Municipal Council enter into a
Development Agreement to construct a Gas Station with a Convenience Store and
Restaurant on Lot 9, PID 10140010, Beech Hill Road, Beech Hill, Antigonish County,; and

That Municipal Council give First Reading and schedule a Public Hearing.

Proposed Motions for Council:

Based upon a positive recommendation from the PAC, the proposed motions for Council are:
FIRST READING AND SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE:

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT:

1. That Municipal Council give First Reading and schedule a Public Hearing regarding
entering into a Development Agreement to construct a Gas Station with a Convenience
Store and Restaurant on Lot 9, PID 10140010, Beech Hill Road, Beech Hill, Antigonish
County.

SECOND READING AND APPROVAL:

1. That Municipal Council give Second Reading and approve entering into the Development
Agreement to construct a Gas Station with a Convenience Store and Restaurant on Lot 9,
PID 10140010, Beech Hill Road, Beech Hill, Antigonish County.

Appendices:
Appendix A:  Summary of Policies

Appendix B:  Proposed Development Agreement

Page 8 of 10
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Appendix A: Summary of Policies

Policy L-2.12

It shall be the policy of Council to consider approval of automobile sales and automobile service
stations within the General Commercial (C-2) Zone according to the development agreement
provisions of the Municipal Government Act. In considering such an agreement, Council shall
have regard to the following:

(a) The proposed use meets the C-2 Zone Requirements; Complies —

See Staff Report

(b) The height, bulk lot coverage, use, and appearance of any | Complies —
buildings are compatible with adjacent land uses; See Staff Report

(c) Consideration is given to building design and the provision | Complies —
of barriers, berms, fences and/or landscaping as part of the | see Staff Report
development to minimize effect on adjacent land uses;

(d) The parking and storage areas on each site are sufficient size | Complies —
to satisfy the needs of the particular development; that they | see Staff Report
are well designed and properly related to the building,
landscaped areas and adjacent public streets;

(e) whether the proposal is consistent with the criteria for | Complies —
development agreements, found in Policy I-1.12. See Table Below
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Policy 1.1.12

... In considering Development Agreements (DA), in addition to all other criteria as set out in
various policies of this planning strategy, Council shall have regard to the following matters:

(@) Whether the proposal is in conformance with the intent of this | Complies —
Strategy and with the requirements of all other applicable | see Staff Report
municipal by-laws and regulations;

(b) Whether the proposal is premature or inappropriate by reason of:

i) the financial capability of the Municipality to absorb any costs | Complies —
relating to the development; See Staff Report

ii) the adequacy of sewer and water services to support the | Complies —
proposed development; See Staff Report

iii) the adequacy and proximity of school, recreation and other | N/A
community facilities;

iv) adequacy of road networks adjacent to, or leading to the | Complies —

development; See Staff Report

v) the potential for the contamination of watercourses or the | Complies —
creation of erosion and sedimentation; and See Staff Report

(c) Whether the development has potential for damage to or | N/A
destruction of historical buildings and sites.

(d) An erosion and sedimentation control plan prepared by a qualified | Complies —
individual or company; See Staff Report
Provisions in DA

(e) A storm water management plan prepared by a qualified individual | Complies —
or company. See Staff Report

Provisions in DA

*DA: Development Agreement

*LUB : West River Antigonish Harbour Plan Area Land Use By-law
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This is to certify that the resolution to adopt this
development agreement, of which this is a true
copy, was passed at a duly called meeting of the
Municipal Council of the Municipality of the
County of Antigonish:

day of 2025.

Given wunder the hand of the Chief
Administrative Officer and under the corporate
seal of the Municipality this:

day of 2025.

Mrs. Shirlyn Donovan,
Chief Administrative Officer

THIS DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT made this day
of AD 2025, BETWEEN:

Island Construction & Environmental Ltd., a body corporate,
with registered offices in Halifax, the City of Halifax, Province
of Nova Scotia (hereinafter called the “Developer”).

OF THE FIRST PART
-and-

MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF ANTIGONISH, a body
corporate, in the County of Antigonish, Province of Nova
Scotia (hereinafter call the “Municipality”).

OF THE SECOND PART

WHEREAS the Developer has good title to lands known as 10140010 located on Catherine Drive, Beech
Hill in the Municipality of the County of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, and which said lands (hereinafter called
the “Property”) are more particularly described in Schedule “A” of this Agreement; and

WHEREAS the Developer has requested permission to develop a gas station with a convenience store
and restaurant by Development Agreement on the Property;

WHEREAS the Property is situated within an area designated Commercial on the Generalized Future
Land Use Map of the West River Antigonish Harbour Plan Area, and General Commercial (C-2) Zone on the
West River Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law Zoning Map; and

WHEREAS Policy L-2.12 and I-1.11 (c) of the West River Antigonish Harbour Municipal Planning Strategy
and Part 5.2.d. of the West River Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law provide that the proposed use may
be developed only if authorized by development agreement; and

WHEREAS the Developer has requested that the Municipality of the County of Antigonish enter into
this development agreement pursuant to Section 255 of the Municipal Government Act so that the
Developer may develop and use the Property in the manner specified;

WITNESS that in consideration of the sum of One Dollar (51.00) now paid by the Developer to the
Municipality (the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged) the request to change the use of the Property
is agreed upon by the Developer and the Municipality subject to the following:

PART 1: DEFINITIONS

11

Words Not Defined under this Agreement

All words unless otherwise specifically defined herein shall be as defined in the West River Antigonish
Harbour Land Use By-law of the Municipality of the County of Antigonish, as amended from time to time.
If a term is not defined in this document, its customary meaning shall apply.

PART 2: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

2.1
221

Applicability of Agreement

The Developer agrees that the area of the Property shown on Schedule B shall be developed and

used only in accordance with and subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement.

March 3, 2025 Planning Advisory Committee Agenda
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2.2

Applicability of the Land Use By-law

Except as otherwise stipulated by this Agreement, the development of the Property shall comply with the
West River Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law of the Municipality of the County of Antigonish and the
Land Use By-law for the Municipality of the County of Antigonish (Concerning the Regulation of Wind
Turbine Development).

2.3
23.1

2.3.2

2.4
24.1

2.4.2

2.5
251

2.5.2

2.6

Applicability of Other By-laws, Statutes, and Regulations

Subject to the provisions of this Agreement, the Developer shall be bound by all By-laws and
regulations of the Municipality as well as by any applicable statutes and regulations of the Province
of Nova Scotia and the Government of Canada;

Further to Subsection 2.3.1, the Developer shall receive any necessary approvals from the
Municipal Department of Public Works with respect to access to the site prior to any development
or building permits being issued;

Conflict

Where the provisions of this Agreement conflict with those of any other applicable Municipal by-
law (other than the Subdivision or Land Use By-law to the extent varied by this Agreement), or any
provincial or federal statute or regulation, the higher or more stringent requirements shall prevail.

Where the written text of this Agreement conflict with information provided in the Schedules
attached to this Agreement, the written text of this Agreement shall prevail.

Cost, Expenses, Liabilities, and Obligations

The Developer shall be responsible for all cost, expenses, liabilities, and obligations imposed under
or incurred in order to satisfy the terms of this Agreement and all Federal, Provincial, and
Municipal laws, by-laws, regulations, and codes applicable to the Property.

The Developer shall be responsible for all cost, expenses, liabilities, and obligations necessary to
meet the fire protection requirements of the National Building Code.

Provisions Severable

The provisions of this Agreement are severable from one another and the invalidity or unenforceability of
one provision shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision.

PART 3: USE OF LANDS AND DEVELOPMENT PROVISIONS

3.1

Schedules

The Developer shall develop the Property in a manner, which, in the opinion of the Development Officer,
conforms to this agreement and the following Schedules attached to this Agreement.

3.2

Schedule A Parcel Description
Schedule B Site Plan
Schedule C Building Elevations

Future Subdivision of Land

No alterations to the Property are permitted without a substantive amendment to this Agreement except
lands not occupied by uses enabled in this Agreement may be subdivided, subject to the requirements of

March 3, 2025 Planning Advisory Committee Agenda
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the Land Use By-law, the Subdivision By-law, and Municipal Government Act relating to the notice of intent
to discharge the Agreement (for a portion of the lands).

3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

34
3.4.1

3.4.2
343
3.44

3.45

3.4.6

3.5
3.5.1

3.5.2

Requirements Prior to Approval
No development permit shall be granted for the development unless:

a) The Developer has provided proof that all requirements of Schedule(s) B and C were complied
with, except for modifications authorized in Subsections 3.4.6;

b) Detailed signage and lighting plans as per Section 3.5 are submitted;
c) Erosion and sedimentation control measures as per Section 4.2 were implemented; and

d) A copy of the ‘Storm Water Management Plan’ prepared by a qualified professional as per
Section 4.3.1 is submitted.

The Developer shall not occupy or use the Property for any of the uses permitted by this
Agreement unless Building and Occupancy Permits have been issued by the Municipality. No
Occupancy Permit shall be issued by the Municipality unless and until the Developer has complied
with all applicable provisions of this Agreement and the Land Use By-law (except to the extent that
the provisions of the Land Use By-law are varied by this Agreement) and with the terms and
conditions of all permits, licenses, and approvals required to be obtained by the Developer
pursuant to this Agreement.

General Description of Land Use

The use of the Property permitted by this Agreement shall be a gas station with a convenience
store and restaurant.

The front lot line shall be the property line with frontage on Catherine Drive.
No building shall exceed a maximum of 10.7 metres or 35 feet in height.

The minimum setbacks from the main building to the property lines are as follows:

Front Yard Setback 12.2 m (40 ft)
Side Yard Setback 6.1 m (20 ft)
Rear Yard Setback 12.2 m (40 ft)

Notwithstanding the West River Antigonish Harbour Land Use By-law off-street parking may be
located between the front fagcade of a building and any street line.

The location of Building A and driveways shall be governed by Schedule B. Minor alterations to
driveways that do not result in traffic circulation outside of the area subject to the development
agreement shall be accepted by the Development Officer and do not require an amendment to
this Agreement.

Commercial Site Lighting, Signage, Storage, Landscaping & Fencing

Lighting, signage and storage shall adhere to the requirements of the West River Antigonish
Harbour Land Use By-law of the Municipality of the County of Antigonish.

The type and location of all outdoor lighting shall be designed as full cut-off with no light directed
at the night sky.
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3.5.3

3.54

3.55

3.5.6

3.5.7

3.6
3.6.1

3.7

The Developer shall include lighting details on the detailed plans submitted for Development
Permits when submitted to the Development Officer for review to determine compliance with this
Agreement.

The Developer shall provide signage details on the detailed plans submitted for Development
Permits when submitted to the Development Officer for review to determine compliance with this
Agreement.

The Developer shall wholly screen any and all waste bins (including but not limited to garbage and
recycling bins) that are stored outside with an opaque visual barrier.

The Developer shall wholly screen the outdoor storage of any and all equipment or material that
is not for sale with an opaque visual barrier.

Loading spaces/facilities shall be located at the rear of the main structure and the location of a
drive thru between the loading spaces/facilities and any roadway shall constitute adequate
screening/buffering.

Maintenance

The Developer shall maintain and keep in good repair all portions of the development on the
Property, including but not limited to, the exterior of the building, fencing, walkways, recreational
amenities, parking areas and driveways, and the maintenance of all landscaping including the
replacement of damaged or dead plant stock, trimming and litter control, garbage removal, snow
and ice control, and the salting of walkways and driveways.

Hours of Operation

Hours of operation shall be 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

PART 4: STREETS, MUNICIPAL SERVICES, AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

4.1
411

4.2
4.2.1

4.2.2

4.3

Off-Site Disturbance

Any disturbance to existing off-site infrastructure resulting from the development, including but
not limited to streets, sidewalks, curbs and gutters, street trees, landscaped areas, and utilities
shall be the responsibility of the Developer, and shall be reinstated, removed, replaced, or
relocated by the Developer as directed by the Development Officer, in consultation with the
Municipal Engineer.

Erosion and Sedimentation Control

An Erosion and Sedimentation Control plan designed for the development by a professional
engineer must be prepared before and implemented during construction;

(a) exposed soils must be stabilized by such measures as covering soil stockpiles with
hay/straw, and;

(b) any water pumped or drained from the excavation must have a Suspended Solid (SS)
concentration below 25 mg/I (ppm) before it crosses a lot line.

During the commencement of on-site works, the Developer shall comply with the Erosion and
Sedimentation Control Handbook for Construction Sites as prepared and revised from time to time
by Nova Scotia Environment.

Storm Water Management
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4.3.1 The Developer shall prepare a ‘Storm and Surface Water Management Plan’ that is prepared by
an adequately qualified professional.
4.3.2  All private storm water facilities shall be maintained in good order to maintain full storage capacity
by the owner of the lot on which they are situated.
4.3.3 Where private storm systems cross multiple properties, the Developer shall provide easements in
favour of the affected properties to permit the flow of storm water.
PART 5: AMENDMENTS
5.1 Non-Substantive Amendments
5.1.1 The following item is considered by both parties to be non-substantive and may be amended by
resolution of Council:
a) The granting of an extension to the date of commencement or completion of construction as
identified in Section 6.3 of this Agreement;
b) A change of use within the main building to a use permitted in the zone provided that no
additions are made to the main building.
5.2  Substantive Amendments
Amendments to any matters not identified under Section 5.1 shall be deemed substantive and
may only be amended in accordance with the approval requirements of the Municipal Government
Act.
5.3 Discharge

Notwithstanding the foregoing, discharge of this Agreement is not a substantive matter and this
Agreement may be discharged by Council without a public hearing.

PART 6: REGISTRATION, EFFECT OF CONVEYANCES, AND DISCHARGE

6.1

Registration

A copy of this Agreement and every amendment or discharge of this Agreement shall be recorded at the
Registry of Deeds or Land Registry Office.

6.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.3
6.3.1

Subsequent Owners

This Agreement shall be binding upon the parties hereto, their heirs, successors, assigns,
mortgagees, lessees, and all subsequent owners, and shall run with the Property that is the subject
of this Agreement until this Agreement is discharged by Council.

Upon the transfer of title to any lot(s), the subsequent owner(s) thereof shall observe and perform
the terms and conditions of this Agreement to the extent applicable to the lot(s).

Commencement of Development

This agreement or portions of it may be discharged at the discretion of the Municipality with or
without the concurrence of the property owner if construction has not commenced within two (2)
years and/or construction has not been completed within five (5) years of the registration of the
agreement.
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6.3.2 Forthe purpose of this section, Council may consider granting an extension of the commencement
or completion of development time period through a resolution under Section 5.1, if the
Municipality receives a written request from the Developer at least sixty (60) calendar days prior
to the expiry of the commencement of development time period.

6.4 Completion of Development

This agreement may be discharged at the discretion of the Municipality upon the completion of the project
and the satisfactory fulfillment of the terms of the Agreement.

PART 7: COMPLIANCE AND RIGHTS AND REMEDIES ON DEFAULT

7.1 Enforcement

The Developer agrees that any officer appointed by the Municipality to enforce this Agreement shall be
granted access onto the Property during all reasonable hours without obtaining consent of the Developer.

7.2 Failure to Comply

If the Developer fails to observe or perform any condition of this Agreement after the Municipality has
given the Developer thirty (30) days written notice of the failure or default, then in each such case:

a) The Municipality shall be entitled to apply to any court of competent jurisdiction for injunction
relief including an order prohibiting the Developer from continuing such default and the
Developer hereby submits to the jurisdiction of such Court and waives any defense based
upon the allegation that damages would be an adequate remedy;

b) The Municipality may enter onto the Property and perform any of the covenants contained in
this Agreement or take such remedial action as is considered necessary to correct a break of
the Agreement, whereupon all reasonable expenses, whether arising out of the entry onto
the Property or from the performance of the covenants or remedial action, shall be a first lien
on the Property and be shown on any tax certificate issued under the Assessment Act; or,

¢) The Municipality may, by resolution, discharge this Agreement whereupon this Agreement
shall have no further force or effect and henceforth the development of the Property shall
conform with the provisions of the Land Use By-law.

7.3 Municipal Responsibility

The Municipality does not make any representation to the Developer about the suitability of the Property
for the development proposed by this Agreement. The Developer assumes all risks and must ensure that
any proposed development complies with this Agreement and all other laws pertaining to the
development.

7.4  Warranties by the Developer
The Developer warrants as follows:

a) The Developer has good title in fee simple to the Property or good beneficial title subject to
normal financing encumbrance or is the sole holder of a Registered Interest in the Property.
No other entity has an interest in the Property which would require their signature on this
Agreement to validly bind the Property or Developer has obtained the approval of every other
entity which has an interest in the Property whose authorization is required for the
Developers to sign the Agreement to validly bind the Property.

b) The Developer has taken all steps necessary to, and it has full authority to, enter the
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Agreement.
7.5 Onus for Compliance on Developer

Any failure of the Municipality to insist upon a strict performance of any requirements or conditions
contained in the Agreement shall not be deemed a waiver of any subsequent breach or default in the
conditions or requirement contained in this Agreement.

7.6 Costs

The Developer is responsible for all costs associated with recording this Agreement in the Registry of Deeds
or Land Registration Office, as applicable, and all costs of advertising for and recording any amendments.

7.7 Full Agreement

The Agreement constitutes the entire agreement and contract entered into by the Municipality and the
Developer. No other agreement or representation, oral or written, shall be binding.

7.8 Interpretation

7.8.1 Where context requires, the singular shall include the plural, and the use of words in one gender
shall include the masculine, feminine, and neutral genders as circumstances warrant;

7.8.2 Where the written text of this Agreement conflicts with information provided in the Schedules
attached to this Agreement, the written text of this Agreement shall prevail.

7.8.3 References to particular sections of statutes and by-laws shall be deemed to the references to any
successor legislation and by-laws even if the content has been amended, unless the context
otherwise requires.
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THIS AGREEMENT shall ensure to the benefit of and be binding upon the Parties hereto, their

respective agents, successors, and assigns.

WITNESS that this Agreement, made in triplicate, was properly executed by the respective Parties on

this day of 2024.

SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED
in the presence of

Witness

SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED
in the presence of

Witness

MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF ANTIGONISH

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

—_— — o — — — ~— ~—

per:

WARDEN

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

DEVELOPER(S):

C. JOHN NEWHOOK

DIRECTOR,  ISLAND
ENVIRONMENTAL LTD
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SCHEDULE “A”

Parcel Description

Registration County: ANTIGONISH COUNTY

Street/Place Name: CATHERINE DRIVE /BEECH HILL

Title of Plan: PLAN OF SUBDIVISION SHOWING LOT 9 BEING LANDS OF RON
MACGILLIVRAY HOLDINGS LTD. AT CATHERINE DRIVE, BEECH HILL
Designation of Parcel on Plan: LOT 9

Registration Number of Plan: 124827024

Registration Date of Plan: 2024-10-08 11:47:59

*#* Municipal Government Act, Part IX Compliance ***
Compliance:

The parcel is created by a subdivision (details below) that has been filed under the Registry Act or
registered under the Land Registration Act

Registration District: ANTIGONISH COUNTY

Registration Year: 2024

Plan or Document Number: 124827024
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

REQUEST FOR DIRECTON
TO: PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FROM: BETH SCHUMACHER, DEPUTY CLERK
SUBJECT: APPLICATION TO DEMOLISH THE RECTORY - ST. MARGARET’S OF
SCOTLAND, ARISAIG
DATE: 26/02/2025
RECOMMENDATION

That the Planning Advisory Committee recommend that Municipal Council approve the
application to demolish the Rectory at St. Margaret’s of Scotland Church in Arisaig.

SUMMARY

Representatives from the St. Margaret’s of Scotland Parish have made application to demolish the rectory
located adjacent to the St. Margaret’s of Scotland church in Arisaig. The property that the structure is
situated on was first identified for municipal heritage registration in 1991 and was designated and
registered in 2023. Where the Statement of Significance references the surrounding property being
subject to the designation, staff is bringing the demolition request to the Planning Advisory Committee
for their consideration in accordance with Section 17 of the Heritage Property Act.

BACKGROUND

In June of 2024, representatives from the Parish Council approached municipal staff enquiring about the
process of demolishing the rectory adjacent to the church, directly across Highway 245 from the Arisaig
Community Centre. Staff conducted a review documentation online regarding the heritage designation
on the property, reached out to the Antigonish Heritage Museum for information, and conducted an
informal site visit to see the building. In consultation with staff from EDPC, a form for An Application for
Substantial Alterations or Demolition of a Registered Heritage Property was developed and was sent to
the representatives from the Parish Council by email in early July. The application to demolish the rectory
was received at the Municipal Office on January 22, 2025.

The applicant noted the rectory (or glebe house) was built in 1892, having a cellar basement, with parts
added on later (living room, office and garage). The building has not been used by the priest for the last
five years, but it is rented to seasonal workers from May to September. Due to the condition and age of
the building, heating costs are very high, and the congregation is looking to remove the building instead
to trying to continue to repair it given its limited use.

The applicant has provided the following rationale for demolishing the Glebe House building:

After having a red seal carpenter from Dora Construction Ltd. inspect the Glebe house, and after the
building committee making a decision based on his report to replace said building, and the St. Margaret
parish council president personally accompanying said carpenter and seeing firsthand the extreme
condition of said house, all agreed that the building should be replaced. Both parish councils (St.
Margaret’s of Scotland, Arisaig parish and St. Mary’s, Lismore), voted to replace said building (the two
parishes share the expenses, etc. so are acting jointly on this project).

Excessive rot, daylight coming in where it is not supposed to, and birds making nests in the house make
the house not only inefficient, but unsafe as well. An estimated price for substantial remodeling was
between $200k and $400k. That figure was decided to be better spent on a new dwelling, and not

Application to Demolish the Rectory — St. Margaret’s of Scotland, Arisaig
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

remodeling, which would still be an

old inefficient building. The
attached garage is in good shape
and will be saved and connected to
the new Glebe house. Water and
sewer facilities on site will be made
use of.

The Statement of Significance found
on the Parks Canada Historic Places in
Canada website online (attached as
Appendix A) focusses primarily on the
church structure, but does specifically
note that the building, cemetery and
surrounding property are included in
the municipal designation. Staff
interprets this to include the Rectory,
as it is all located on the same parcel
(see map insert). Photographs of the
Rectory provided by the applicant are

attached as Appendix B.
DIRECTION FROM THE HERITAGE PROPERTY ACT

Approval to alter or demolish municipal heritage property

17 (1) Municipal heritage property shall not be substantially altered in exterior or public-building interior
appearance or demolished without the approval of the municipality.

(2) An application for permission to substantially alter the exterior or public-building interior
appearance of or demolish municipal heritage property shall be made in writing to the municipality.

(3) Upon receipt of the application, the municipality shall refer the application to the heritage advisory
committee for its recommendation.

(4) Within thirty days after the application is referred by the municipality, the heritage advisory
committee shall submit a written report and recommendation to the municipality respecting the
municipal heritage property.

(5) The municipality may grant the application either with or without conditions or may refuse it.
(6) The municipality shall advise the applicant of its determination. R.S., c. 199, s. 17; 2010, c. 54, s. 13.
DISCUSSION

Given the condition of the Rectory and the financial challenges posed by heating the structure efficiently
without significant renovations, and where the Statement of Significance primarily references the church
structure and not the Rectory, staff is recommending support of the application to demolish the Rectory.

As part of this recommendation, staff is suggesting that the applicant take steps during the demolition to
document any notable finishes or features within the building (or discovered during demolition) and
provide that information to the municipality for documentation as part of the file for the heritage
designation of the property.

Application to Demolish the Rectory — St. Margaret’s of Scotland, Arisaig
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

Staff also notes that any development to replace the Rectory building with a new structure will require an
application to alter a heritage property, providing the Planning Advisory Committee with the opportunity
to evaluate whether any proposed new buildings are sympathetic to the heritage elements of the site.

NEXT STEPS

Should the Committee and Council give consent to the demolition of the Rectory, staff will notify the
applicant. A Demolition Application has already been submitted to the EDPC.

Application to Demolish the Rectory — St. Margaret’s of Scotland, Arisaig
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St. Margaret's Church Formally Recognized: 1991/06/21
5559 Highway 245, Arisaig, Nova Scotia, Canada
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St. Margaret's Church without
steeple, 1928

Front Perspective Front and Side Perspective

Other Name(s)

St. Margaret's Church
St. Margaret of Scotland Church

Construction Date(s)
1874/01/01 to 1878/12/31
Listed on the Canadian Register: 2010/01/29

© statement of Significance

Description of Historic Place

St. Margaret’s Church is a Neo-classical style, Roman Catholic church located along the Northumberland
Shore in the rural fishing community of Arisaig, Antigonish County, Nova Scotia. Built between 1874 and
1878, the building, cemetery and surrounding property are included in the municipal designation.

Heritage Value

St. Margaret's Church is valued for being the oldest Roman Catholic parish in Nova Scotia. The original
St. Margaret's Church, built in 1792, was a small log church serving the 400 Catholics in the district from
Merigomish to Antigonish. By 1827, the community had grown to approximately 1,400 persons, so a
larger church was built to accommodate their needs. Construction of the present St. Margaret's Church
was begun in 1874, and dedication ceremonies took place on July 16, 1878. Dougald Grant served as
Chair of the Building Committee and directed Master Builder, Sylvester O'Donoghue to oversee
construction activity. To finance the construction costs, regular church picnics were held to assist
fundraising efforts. In 1882, Lewis MacDonald of McAra's Brook collected enough money from Nova
Scotians living in Boston to pay off the debt of the church.

St. Margaret's Church is valued for the association with Master Builder, Sylvester O'Donoghue. A native
of Wicklow, Culross, Ireland he is credited with supervising several important construction jobs in
eastern Nova Scotia. He oversaw the construction of St. Ninian's Cathedral in Antigonish; Immaculate
Conception Church, Mabou; Stella Maris Church, Canso; the installation of the tower on St. Patrick's
Church, Merland; the expansion of the Trappist Monastery; and construction of a section of the
Inverness Railway. He married twice: first to Cassie Spuhan of Halifax and later to Sarah Roche of
Antigonish. A father of seven, he built a large home located at 64 Pleasant Street, Antigonish. Sylvester
O'Donoghue died of pneumonia at Antigonish March 25, 1903 and is buried in St. Ninian’s parish
cemetery.

Appendix A
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St. Margaret's Church Formally Recognized: 1991/06/21
5559 Highway 245, Arisaig, Nova Scotia, Canada

In 1928, the steeple of St. Margaret's Church was hit by lightning and a fire erupted. The quick action of
John Charleston MacDonald with the assistance of several onlookers, ensured that the flaming steeple
was cut off from the main structure, thus ensuring the survival of the church building. A ten-metre
tower and cross was rebuilt in November of that year.

St Margaret's Church is also valued for its association with Father Ronald MacGillivray, also known as
“Sagart Arisaig.” He served as pastor of St Margaret's Church from 1885 until his untimely death in 1892.
He contributed a series of articles on local history and genealogy to Antigonish's weekly newspaper,
"The Casket". The original manuscript has since been edited and published by R.A. MacLean in a book
entitled "History of Antigonish". Father Ronald MacGillivray is valued for the contribution he made to
Antigonish history.

St. Margaret's Church reflects the simplicity and elegance of Neo-classical style architecture. St.
Margaret’s Church stands at one-and-a-half storeys and features a simple gable roof and symmetrical
three-bay fagade with projecting tower and central double door. The windows of the church include
Gothic, stained glass with religious motifs and round rose windows in the tower. Two small floral-shaped
windows decorate the front fagade. The building features simple, but decorative trim and mouldings.

St. Margaret’s Church cemetery contains stones of early settlers in the Arisaig district. It is notable that
the cemetery also contains the remains of clergy, including Reverand William MacLeod who became the
first member of St. Margaret's Church parish and the Diocese of Arichat to be ordained a priest in 1824.

Source: Municipality of the County of Antigonish, Heritage Property file no. 678.
Character-Defining Elements
The character-defining elements of St. Margaret’s Church include:

- symmetrical three-bay facade with central double door;

- exterior features including simple gable roof and projecting square tower;
- tower featuring a steeple and louvres in the octagonal lantern;

- tower featuring round rose windows;

- Gothic windows with thin glazing bars;

- double lancet windows incorporated into in the tower;

- stone entrance step;

- cemetery with stones of local pioneer families and clergy.

e Recognition

Jurisdiction
Nova Scotia

Recognition Authority
Local Governments (NS)

Recognition Statute
Heritage Property Act

Recognition Type
Municipally Registered Property

Recognition Date
1991/06/21
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St. Margaret's Church Formally Recognized: 1991/06/21

5559 Highway 245, Arisaig, Nova Scotia, Canada

© Historical Information

Significant Date(s)
1928/01/01 to 1928/01/01

Theme - Category and Type

e Building Social and Community Life

e Religious Institutions

e Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life
e Philosophy and Spirituality

e Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life
e Architecture and Design

e Peopling the Land

e Settlement

Function - Category and Type
Current

e Religion, Ritual and Funeral
e Religious Facility or Place of Worship

Historic

e Community

e Settlement

e Religion, Ritual and Funeral

e Mortuary Site, Cemetery or Enclosure

Architect / Designer

e (O’Donaghue, Sylvester
Builder

e n/a

© Additional Information

Location of Supporting Documentation

Municipality of the County of Antigonish Heritage Property File no. 678
Cross-Reference to Collection

Fed/Prov/Terr Identifier

05MNS2159

Status

Published

Related Places

n/a
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