MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

Tuesday, June 18, 2019, 7:30 pm
Council Chambers
Municipal Administration Building
285 Beech Hill Road
Beech Hill, NS B2G 0B4

LA

Call to Order- Chairman, Warden Owen McCarron
Approval of Agenda

Approval of May 21, 2019 Municipal Council Minutes
Business Arising from Minutes

Presentations

Kristina Richard - Congratulations Presentation

b. Antigonish Barristers Association
C. Community Partnership Grant Presentations
. Antigonish Snow-Dogs, Jeremy Landry
. Positive Action for Keppoch, John Chaisson
. Lower South River Ballfield, Matt Maclnnis
. Arisaig Parish Community Centre, Theresa MacDonald-Thompson
Correspondence
a. Department of Municipal Affairs - 12-month notice letter

b. Coady - thank-you letter
C. Betty MacDonald - thank-you letter

Committee Reports

a. Asset Management Committee, June 4, 2019
b. Committee of the Whole, June 4, 2019

C. Joint Police Advisory Board, June 6, 2019

d. Committee of the Whole, June 18, 2019

Reports from Individual Council Members on Outside Boards, Commissions
Motions

a. Recreation Month Proclamation



10. Miscellaneous Business
a. Summer Break

11. Adjournment
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

Councillors Present:

Warden Owen McCarron
Deputy Warden Hugh Stewart
Councillor Mary MacLellan
Councillor Donnie MacDonald

Regrets:
Councillor Vaughn Chisholm

Staff Present:
Glenn Horne, Clerk-Treasurer

Also Present:
Drake Lowther, The Reporter
Matt Draper, 98.9XFM

Municipal Council Meeting- Minutes

Tuesday, May 21, 2019
7:30 pm

Councillor Remi Deveau
Councillor John Dunbar
Councillor Gary Mattie
Councillor Bill MacFarlane

Councillor Neil Corbett

Beth Schumacher, Deputy Clerk

Greg Morrow, 101.5 The Hawk
Sam MacDonald, The Casket

Call to Order- Chairman, Warden Owen McCarron

Warden McCarron called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm.

Approval of Agenda

Warden McCarron called for any additions or deletions to the agenda. Mr. Horne noted that the

presentation would be rescheduled for a future date.

Min # 2019-068
MOVED by Deputy Warden Stewart
SECONDED by Councillor MacLellan

That the agenda be approved as amended.

Motion Carried
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MURNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

Approval of April 16, 2019 Municipal Council Minutes

Warden McCarron called for any errors or omissions.

Min # 2019-069
MOVED by Deputy Warden Stewart
SECONDED by Councillor MacFarlane

That the Municipal Council Minutes of April 16, 2019 be approved.

Motion Carried

Business Arising from Minutes

There was no business arising from the minutes.
Presentations
The award presentation to Kristina Richard will be deferred to a future meeting.

Correspondence

There was no correspondence.

Committee Reports

May 7, 2019 Asset Management Committee Report

Min # 2019-070
MOVED by Councillor MacFarlane
SECONDED by Councillor Deveau

That Municipal Council approve the submission of the PCAP application for the Pomquet Sewer
System

Motion Carried
May 7, 2019 Committee of the Whole Report

Min # 2019-071
MOVED by Deputy Warden Stewart
SECONDED by Councillor Mattie

That Municipal Council request that the representatives from the GWR railway come to a future

meeting with members of Council.

Motion Carried
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MURNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

Min # 2019-072
MOVED by Councillor Mattie
SECONDED by Councillor Dunbar

That Municipal Council send a letter to the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure
Renewal and the local MLAs regarding road conditions on the unpaved portions of the Afton Road
and Gorman Road, which connect to the new Bayview Power Centre.

Motion Carried

Min # 2019-073
MOVED by Councillor MacDonald
SECONDED by Councillor Deveau

That Municipal Council approves a write-off of approximately $60 to Assessment Account
07153732 for 2019 property taxes, due to reassessment of property destroyed by fire.

Motion Carried

Min # 2019-074
MOVED by Deputy Warden Stewart
SECONDED by Councillor Dunbar

That Municipal Council approve awarding a tender to Eastern Sanitation Limited in the amount of
$59,865.90 HST collection of the bulky waste material throughout the County during the weeks of
May 27 and June 4, 2019.

Motion Carried

Min # 2019-075
MOVED by Councillor Deveau
SECONDED by Councillor MacDonald

That Municipal Council approve a sponsorship at the Tournament Friend level for the 2019 Bonvie
MacDonald Rinks to Links tournament.

Motion Carried

Min # 2019-076
MOVED by Deputy Warden Stewart
SECONDED by Councillor MacLellan

That Municipal Council co-sponsor a team for the 2019 Chip in Fore St. Martha's golf tournament
together with the Town of Antigonish.

Motion Carried
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MURNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

May 15, 2019 Committee of the Whole Report

Min # 2019-077
MOVED by Councillor Deveau
SECONDED by Deputy Warden Stewart

That Municipal Council amend the Tax Exemption Policy for Low-Income Tax Payers, by:

e Amending clause 2.4 to increase the maximum total income to $27,000 for the
2019/2020 fiscal year

e Amending clause 2.6 to increase the maximum limit of any exemption to $150.00.

Motion Carried

Min # 2019-078
MOVED by Councillor MacDonald
SECONDED by Councillor Mattie

That Municipal Council set the due date of 2019/2020 municipal taxes for Friday, June 28, 2019,
and that Municipal Council approve maintaining the interest rate on unpaid taxes and sewer bills
at a calculation of 6% per annum.

Motion Carried
May 16, 2019 Committee of the Whole Report
There were no recommended motions in this report.
May 21, 2019 Committee of the Whole Report

Min # 2019-079
MOVED by Councillor Deveau
SECONDED by Councillor Dunbar

That Municipal Council provide AAN 09707956 with a reduction of 30% on property taxes for the
2019/2020 tax year.

Motion Carried

Min # 2019-080
MOVED by Deputy Warden Stewart
SECONDED by Councillor MacDonald

That Municipal Council sponsor a hole at the 2019 Chamber of Commerce golf tournament.

Motion Carried
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MURNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

Reports from Individual Council Members on Outside Boards, Commissions

e Councillor MacFarlane will be attending the EDPC Board meeting on Thursday
e Councillor MacDonald will be attending the ERSWM meeting on Thursday
e Councillor Mattie attended the NSFM Spring workshop in Truro.

Motions
EDPC Appointments

Min # 2019-081
MOVED by Councillor MacFarlane
SECONDED by Councillor Deveau

That Municipal Council approves the annual appointments of Eastern District Planning
Commission staff to Municipal positions, as proposed.

Motion Carried

Road Name Change Petition - Surfside Lane

Mr. Horne reviewed the road name change petition submitted by the Civic Addressing Coordinator

for approval.

Min # 2019-082
MOVED by Councillor Mattie
SECONDED by Councillor MacLellan

That Municipal Council approve the road name change petition to give the name Surfside Lane to
a previously unnamed private lane off of Cape Jack Wharf Road.

Motion Carried

Striking the Tax Rate

Mr. Horne provided a summary of the budget being brought forward for Council's approval. The tax
rates are proposed to stay at current levels; this will be the 11th consecutive year with no increases
to the Municipal tax rate. Mr. Horne read out the resolution for Council. Warden McCarron thanked
staff for the work done in preparing the budget for the year.

Min # 2019-083
MOVED by Deputy Warden Stewart
SECONDED by Councillor MacFarlane

That Municipal Council adopt the budget and strike the tax rate as per the resolution presented
and attached.

Motion Carried

Council Minutes May 215, 2019 5
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MURNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

Borrowing Resolution
Mr. Horne provided a summary of the borrowing resolution that is presented for Council's

consideration.

Min # 2019-084
MOVED by Councillor MacLellan
SECONDED by Councillor MacDonald

That Municipal Council approve the borrowing resolution as presented and attached.

Motion Carried

Miscellaneous Business

There was no miscellaneous business.

Adjournment

Min # 2019-085
MOVED by Councillor Deveau

That the Council meeting adjourns at 7:49 pm.

Motion Carried

Warden Owen McCarron Glenn Horne, Municipal Clerk/Treasurer

Council Minutes May 21, 2019
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NOVASCOTIA
Municipal Affairs
Office of the Minister

PO Box 216, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada B3J 2M4 « Telephone 902 424-5550 Fax 902 424-0581  novascotia.ca

gAY g “: Tt oy
MAY U 1 U4

Councillor Waye Mason

President, Nova Scotia Federation of Municipalities
Suite 1304, 1809 Barrington Street

Halifax, NS B3J 3K8

Dear Councillor Mason:

Under the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, the Minister of Municipal Affairs
must provide to the Nova Scotia Federation of Municipalities (NSFM) 12-months’ notice
of any provincial legislation, regulation, or administrative actions that could have the

effect of decreasing revenues or increasing the required expenditures of municipalities.

This letter is intended to provide notice of such changes for fiscal year 2020-2021 and
beyond. The Department of Municipal Affairs (DMA) canvassed all other provincial

departments to seek information on plans for legislative, regulatory, and policy changes
in the coming fiscal year. The following is a summary of the results of that process.

DEPARTMENT OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

Short-Term Accommodations:

The Department of Business formed a working group on short-term rentals to assess
growth in the short-term rental market, use of digital platforms for booking private
accommodations, and its effect on Nova Scotia's tourism sector. A key goal of the
working group was exploring ways to support the OneNS target to double tourism
revenue to $4B by 2024. A recent tourism accommodations needs-assessment found
Nova Scotia requires an additional 5,500 to 7,000 units by 2024 to achieve this $4B
target. Promotion of small-scale tourism units across the province has been identified as
a key factor in accomplishing this goal.

As a result of this work, DMA have introduced amendments to the Assessment Act.
These amendments are intended to ensure those providing small scale short-term
accommodations are charged property tax at a residential rate. The definition of a bed
and breakfast (B&B) in the Assessment Act (Section 47A) is replaced with a definition for
a “small-scale residential tourist accommodation establishment”. This definition will apply
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to a primary residence, cottage, cabin, bed and breakfast, or inn, that is fully or partially
rented to provide accommaodation to the travelling or vacationing public.

Some aspects of eligible ‘small-scale residential tourist accommodation establishments’
will be set out in regulation and informed by municipal consultation. The exemption will
be limited by the number of bedrooms available for rent on the assessable property. A
maximum number of bedrooms has yet to be determined and will not be determined until
municipal consultation is completed.

Following proclamation of this Bill, which is expected in 2020, some Nova Scotia
municipalities may experience a decrease in property tax revenue if a tourist
accommodation establishment previously assessed as commercial is assessed as
residential based on the number of rooms. It is difficult to quantify the exact decrease in
revenue for municipalities without further consultation with the Property Valuation
Service Corporation (PVSC) and Nova Scotia Municipalities, however estimates have
been calculated using the PVSC database and current municipal tax rates. These
estimates have been provided in Appendix A. It is important to note that some of the
data used to produce these estimates is collected for contextual use only, meaning
further verification is required in order to confirm the actual potential revenue impact. It is
also important to note that potential growth in assessment on other properties in a
municipality could offset some of this decrease.

Consultation sessions across Nova Scotia are planned to take place in the coming
months. Though not limited to these topics, DMA hopes to determine the following
through consultation: maximum number of bedrooms an exemption should apply to,
what types of lodging an exemption should apply to, and other impacts the proposed
change could have on municipalities.

Equalization:

The Equalization Grant has recently been renamed the Municipal Fiscal Capacity
Grant. While this has no immediate financial impact, DMA is committed to reviewing the
grant’s effectiveness.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT

Proposed Coastal Protection Act

Nova Scotia Environment is providing notice of changes which will be required in
municipal building and development permit approval processes now that the coastal
protection legislation (Bill 106) has passed. This legislation will provide consistent,
province-wide legal protection for our coast by restricting development and related
activity in areas where structures will be at risk of damage due to coastal flooding and
erosion, or where it will damage sensitive coastal ecosystems.
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Under this legislation, municipalities will be enabled to issue a building and/or
development permit for construction within a coastal protection zone to be defined

by regulation if the application is accompanied by a form signed by an independent
designated professional certifying the proposed structure is compliant with the Act. This
would require minor modifications to municipal administrative processes for these types
of permits.

Responsibility for competent, accurate and objective certification will rest with the
member of the designated profession, with forms and a standard for assessing risk of
flooding and erosion risks to be provided by Nova Scotia Environment. Municipalities will
be responsible for determining whether the proposed site is within the zone (and
therefore whether the Act applies) and if so, whether a valid certificate recommending an
exception is attached or submitted before a permit application receives an approval.
Specifics of which professional groups will qualify to provide the certification, specific
standards and forms to be used and other administrative details will be set out in
regulations. The delineation of the coastal protection zone is comprised of both
horizontal and vertical setbacks from the high-water mark. The delineation of the zone,
and the specifics of restrictions, various exceptions and standards that apply within it will
also be set out in regulation.

Nova Scotia Environment looks forward to working with municipalities in determining
how best to implement these important new measures.

Nova Scotia Environment will be consulting with municipalities on the regulations.
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES, CULTURE AND HERITAGE

Library Funding

Over the course of the last several years, Communities, Culture and Heritage has
worked with the Nova Scotia library community to develop a new funding formula for
libraries. As part of a new funding formula, the Province has proposed investing an
additional $2,000,000 in libraries, increasing its investment from $14,400,000 to
$16,400,000 annually. It should be noted that as libraries also receive funding from
municipalities, any changes to the formula could result in funding pressure on
municipalities. Final recommendations, which will include input from municipalities, are
still being developed and government has not made a final decision on changes at this
point. However, there is potential for these changes to affect the 2020-2021 fiscal year.
Any funding impacts will be shared once they are identified. If you would like more
information on this issue, please feel free to contact Rhonda Walker, Executive Director,
Archives, Museums and Libraries at Rhonda.Walker@novascotia.ca.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Additional Officer Program

The review of the Additional Officer Program has been completed by the external
consultants. The program is integral to the policing environment in Nova Scotia, and as
such the department conducted additional analysis to further support the findings of the
review. The review's mandate was to ensure that the program is efficient and effective,
and evolving to address the needs of the Nova Scotians as the nature of crime is
changing in our province. A decision on the status of the program will be communicated
early in the Spring.

Legalization of Cannabis

We would like to thank our partners in policing as well as all municipalities across the
province for the successful roll out on October 17th, 2018. The federal decision to
legalize cannabis has been a significant policy shift and the effort continues as we work
to include edibles and extracts no later than October 17th, 2019. There remain many
unknowns, including the full implementation costs and potential savings, for all levels of
government. We remain committed to continuing discussions and are interested in
gathering specific details about the municipal costs related to cannabis legalization, as
well as areas where municipalities expect to see cost savings.

Given the ongoing work and unknowns that lay ahead, we cannot identify specific
implications at this time but will commit to do so if and when they are identified.

The Accessibility Act

The Accessibility Act sets out that the Governor-in-Council may make regulations
prescribing municipalities, universities and organizations as public-sector bodies. Within
one (1) year of being prescribed as a public sector body, municipalities will be required
to develop an accessibility plan and establish an accessibility advisory committee. The
Accessibility Directorate continues to work closely with municipalities via a
provincial/municipal accessibility working group which includes representatives from the
Accessibility Directorate, DMA, NSFM and the Association of Municipal Administrators.
Members of this working group have endorsed October 1, 2019 as the recommended
date for municipalities to be prescribed as public sector bodies under the Accessibility
Act. Municipalities will be advised of this date in Spring 2019.

The working group also endorsed the Town of Wolfville to pilot the development of a
municipal accessibility plan. Over the past year, the Accessibility Directorate has been
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working closely with the Town of Wolfville to help them develop their plan. Lessons
learned from this pilot project are being compiled in a Municipal Handbook, which will be
a step-by-step guide for municipalities to help them meet their obligations under the
Accessibility Act. The Municipal Handbook will be distributed to all municipalities,
including villages, once they are prescribed under the Act.

If any of the above content is unclear or should you have any questions regarding the
provided information, please do not hesitate to contact the department for clarification. |
will also reiterate my previous offer to meet with you to discuss, in general, how the 12-
month notice letter can better meet municipalities’ needs.

Sincerely,

Chuck Porter
Minister

Attachment
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Appendix A

Estimated Cumulative Potential Reduction in Property Tax Revenue, Converting
Commercial to Residential (Nova Scotia, 2018)
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ANNAPOLIS $ 4,047 $ 4,047 $ 5214
ANTIGONISH $ 3,639 $ 3,639 $ 3,639
ARGYLE $ 2,140 $ 2,140 $ 2,140
BARRINGTON $ 2,956 $ 2,956 $ 2,956
CHESTER $ 5,370 $ 5,370 $ 5,370
CLARE $ 6,420 $ 6,420 $ 9,964
COLCHESTER $ 8,197 $ 8,197 $ 8,197
CUMBERLAND $ 22,390 $ 25,149 $ 25149
DIGBY $ 3,100 $ 3,345 $ 5,185
GUYSBOROUGH $ 14,994 $ 14,994 $ 18,506
EAST HANTS $ 1,744 $ 1,744 $ 4,075
WEST HANTS $ 1,016 $ 2,590 $ 2,590
INVERNESS $ 91,743 $ 99,352 $ 105,655
KINGS $ 1,017 $ 3,089 $ 3,810
LUNENBURG $ 27,700 $ 27,700 $ 30911
PICTOU $ 6,849 $ 11,552 $ 15,203
RICHMOND $ 2,608 $ 4,718 $ 5746
SHELBURNE $ 1,013 $ 1,013 $ 1,013
ST. MARY'S $ = $ - $ -

VICTORIA $ 22,160 $ 23,455 $ 28,551
YARMOUTH $ $ - $ -

CITY OF SYDNEY $ - $ = $ -

HALIFAX URBAN CORE $ 1,585 $ 12,126 $ 20,180
QUEENS COUNTY $ 30,079 $ 29,456 $ 29,456

Note: the assessment data relating to “number of rooms”, is unverified and will require additional
data collection to produce accurate estimates. This analysis does not contemplate any positive
economic spin-offs such as potential increases in property values resulting from this change.
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From: Gord Cunningham < >
Sent: May 23, 2019 7:58 AM
To:

Subject: Thank YOU!!!!

Dear Mary,

| can’t thank you and the citizens of Arisaig enough for the experience you provided our participants
yesterday. They were over the moon about the tour, the meal and most of all, meeting everyone. They
will never forget it and neither will I. Please do pass on the Coady Institute’s heartfelt appreciation to
everyone who set up the hall, prepared the meal, cleaned up afterwards and gave so much of their time
to be with our participants. Arisaig truly is a magical place.

All the best.
Gord

Gord Cunningham

Executive Director,

Coady Institute and Extension
St. Francis Xavier University
www.coady.stfx.ca

Office (902) 867-3237

Cell  (902) 870-5070
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

TO: MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

FROM: COUNCILLOR MACFARLANE, CHAIR
SUBJECT: ASSET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
DATE: JUNE 4, 2019

The Asset Management Committee was convened on June 4, 2019. The following Councillors were
present:

Councillor MacFarlane, Chair
Deputy Warden Stewart, Vice-Chair
Warden McCarron

Councillor MacLellan

Councillor MacDonald

Councillor Chisholm

Councillor Deveau

Councillor Dunbar

Councillor Mattie

No recommendations were made.

ASSET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
JUNE 4, 2019 PAGE 1
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

TO: MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

FROM: GLENN HORNE, MUNICIPAL CLERK TREASURER
SUBJECT: COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE REPORT

DATE: June 4, 2019

The Committee of the Whole was convened on Tuesday, June 4, 2019. The following Councillors
were present:

Warden McCarron
Deputy Warden Stewart
Councillor MacLellan
Councillor MacDonald
Councillor Chisholm
Councillor Deveau
Councillor Dunbar
Councillor Mattie
Councillor MacFarlane

The following recommendations were made:

1. The Committee recommends that Municipal Council endorse the recommendation that Bicycle Nova
Scotia engage the services of WSP Canada Inc. to conduct the study and reinforce that the final
design/plan of the corridor is to capture complete streets in addition to the Bikeway Corridor.

2. The Committee recommends that Municipal Council provide a bursary of 5200 to Ecole Acadienne du
Pomaquet, and that this bursary recur each year.

3. The Committee recommends that Municipal Council send a letter to the railway noting concerns with
the dangerous situation at Linwood Station Road.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE REPORT
JUNE 4, 2019 PAGE 1
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF THE TOWN OF

ANTIGONISH  ANTIGZ{>NISH

TO: MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

FROM: DEPUTY WARDEN HUGHIE STEWART, CO-CHAIR
SUBIJECT: JOINT POLICE ADVISORY BOARD REPORT
DATE: June 18, 2019

The Joint Police Advisory Board was convened at 5:15pm on Thursday, June 6, 2019. The following
members were present:

Co-Chair Deputy Warden Hughie Stewart (Meeting Chair)
Co-Chair Councillor Jack MacPherson

Municipal Councillor Vaughan Chisholm

Town Councillor Diane Roberts

Fred Bell

Matt Whitehead

Carroll MacAdam

Sgt. Warren McBeath, RCMP

Municipal Councillor Donnie MacDonald, Municipal Clerk Treasurer Glenn Horne, Town CAO Jeff
Lawrence and Town Special Projects Officer Lindsay Basinger were also present.

No recommendations were made

The following items were discussed:

Sgt. MacBeath provided a quarterly policing report and reviewed the staff compliment with the
Board. It was noted that the new Staff Sargent will be joining the Detachment in July.

Sgt. MacBeath shared the 2019/20 Annual Performance Plan Initiatives, which include: Road
Safety Enhancement, Crime Reduction and Enhancing Relationships with Indigenous
Communitiies.

Concerns with speeding on Highway 337 in the Mount Cameron were raised. The Municipality
has recently posted a traffic counter in the area to assess the situation.

The Board’s terms of reference are being reviewed and proposed amendments are forthcoming.

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 5, at 5:15pm at Paqgtnkek.

JOINT POLICE ADVISORY BOARD REPORT
JUNE 18,2019 PAGE 1
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF

ANTIGONISH

PROCLAMATION

Recreation and Parks Month

WHEREAS we are fortunate to have a variety of recreation and parks systems in the County of Antigonish,
providing countless recreational opportunities for residents and visitors from around the world: and

WHEREAS Recreation enhances quality of life, balanced living and lifelong learning, helps people live
happier and longer, develops skills and positive self-image in children and youth, develops creativity,
builds healthy bodies and positive lifestyles; and

WHEREAS Recreational participation builds family unity and social capital, strengthens volunteer and
community development, enhances social interaction, creates community pride and vitality, promotes
sensitivity and understanding to cultural diversity; and

WHEREAS The benefits provided by recreation programs, services, parks and open space reduces
healthcare and social service costs, serves to boost the economy, enhances property values, attracts new
business, increases tourism and curbs employee absenteeism; and

WHEREAS Our parks, open space and trails ensure ecological sustainability, provide space to enjoy nature,
help maintain clear air and water, and preserve plant and animal life.

Therefore, be it resolved that I, Warden McCarron, Warden of the Municipality of Antigonish County, do
hereby proclaim June 2019 as

“Recreation and Parks Month”

in the County of Antigonish, Nova Scotia.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto
set my hand and have caused the
Official Seal of the Municipality of the
County of Antigonish to be affixed this
18" day of June, 2019.

Owen McCarron

Warden of the Municipality of the
County of Antigonish
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