
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1) Call to Order – Chairman, Warden Russell Boucher 

 
2) Approval of Agenda 

 
3) Approval of Municipal Council Minutes of December 17th, 2015 

 
4) Business Arising from Minutes 

 
5)   Correspondence 
 
6)   Committee Reports 

i. Committee of the Whole – January 19th, 2016 (will be provided at meeting) 
ii. Planning Advisory Committee – January 19th, 2016 (will be provided at meeting) 
 

7)   Motion(s) 
Alternative Voting By-law 
That Municipal Council approve the first reading of the Alternative Voting By-law. 

 
8)   Reports from Individual Council Members on Outside Boards, Committees, and Commissions 
 
9)   Miscellaneous Business 
 
10)   Adjournment 

 

COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, January 19th, 2016 at 7:30pm  

Municipal Administration Centre 
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF ANTIGONISH 
Municipal Council Meeting - Minutes 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 
7:30pm 

              

Present:  Warden Russell Boucher, Chairperson 
   Deputy Warden Owen McCarron 
    

Councillors:  Bill MacFarlane   Rémi Deveau 
   Mary MacLellan  Vaughan Chisholm  

Donnie MacDonald  Hughie Stewart 
Pierre Boucher   Angus Bowie 

 

Also present:  Glenn Horne, Municipal Clerk/Treasurer 
   Shirlyn Donovan, Interim Deputy Clerk 
    
   Corey LeBlanc, Antigonish Casket 
   Matthew Draper, Port Hawkesbury Reporter 
   Bill MacCuish, 98.9 XFM 
   Greg Morrow, 101.5 The Hawk 
    
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:39pm by the Chair, Warden Russell Boucher. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Warden Boucher called for any additions or deletions to the agenda.   
 

Min #2015-168 (Approval of Agenda) 
MOVED by Deputy Warden McCarron, SECONDED by Councillor Deveau, that the agenda 
be approved. Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Warden Boucher called for the approval of the Municipal Council Minutes of November 17th, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

There was no business arising from the minutes. 

 
 
 

Min #2015-169 (Approval of November 17th Council Minutes) 
MOVED by Councillor MacDonald and SECONDED by Councillor MacLellan, that the 
Municipal Council Minutes of November 17th, 2015 be approved.  Motion carried. 
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PRESENTATION 

Municipal Government Act Review 
 
Mr. Horne reviewed the slides outlining the ongoing review of the Municipal Government Act. 
 

CORRESPONDANCE 

1. Geoff MacLellan – Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal – Letter in 
response to Municipal Councils request for a speed limit reduction along Highway 337 in 
the Mount Cameron area. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Committee of the Whole Report  – November 24th, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic Development and Industrial Park Commission  – November 24th, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Committee of the Whole Report – December 17th, 2015 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Min #2015-174 (Advance of Funds for Arena Commission) 
MOVED by Councillor MacLellan, SECONDED by Councillor Deveau that Municipal Council 
approve the advance of funds to the Antigonish Arena Commission. Motion carried. 
 

Min #2015-170 (Special Event Permit) 

MOVED by Councillor Bowie, SECONDED by Councillor Chisholm that Municipal Council 
approve the Special Event Permit for the Evolve Festival based on the conditions outlined 
in the September 16th letter attached. One nay vote, Councillor MacFarlane. Motion 
carried. 

Min #2015-172 (Appraisal for Lot 08-5) 
MOVED by Councillor Deveau, SECONDED by Councillor Deputy Warden McCarron that the 
Municipality receive an appraisal for Lot 08-5 situated at the Industrial Park. Motion carried. 

Min #2015-175 (New Street Light – Beech Hill Road) 
MOVED by Councillor Chisholm, SECONDED by Councillor MacFarlane that Municipal Council 

approve the request for a new street light on Beech Hill Road. Motion carried. 
 

Min #2015-171 (Industrial Park Sign) 
MOVED by Councillor Deveau, SECONDED by Deputy Warden McCarron that the Municipality 
proceed with a short term repair to the Industrial Park Sign. Motion Carried. 
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MOTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UPDATES/REPORTS FROM INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Councillor MacLellan reported that she attended: 

 RK Lights of Love Celebration 
 Chamber Dinner 

 
Councillor MacDonald reported that he attended: 

 RK Lights of Love Celebration 
 Christmas Parade 
 County Open House 
 Staff Volunteer Dinner at RK 

 
Deputy Warden McCarron reported that he attended: 

 Care Van Meeting 
 Arena Commission Meeting 
 RK Lights of Love Celebration 
 25th Anniversary of St. Martha’s Regional Hospital Foundation 

 
Councillor MacFarlane reported that he attended: 

 Christmas Parade 
 County Open House 

 
Councillor Bowie reported that he attended: 

 Christmas Parade 
 County Open House 
 Antigonish Community Transit Meeting 

 
Councillor Deveau reported that he attended: 

 Arena Commission Meeting 
 25th Anniversary of St. Martha’s Regional Hospital Foundation 

 

Min #2015-178 (New Year’s Levee) 
MOVED by Councillor MacFarlane, SECONDED by Councillor Boucher that Municipal Council 
take part in the annual New Year’s Levee hosted by Legion Branch 59 in Antigonish, in 
partnership with the Town of Antigonish, and contribute $1000 for this event. Motion 
carried. 
 

Min #2015-176 (Staff Training Opportunity) 

MOVED by Councillor MacDonald, SECONDED by Councillor MacLellan that Municipal 
Council approve the request for a staff training opportunity from Quantum 
Communications. Motion carried. 
 

Min #2015-177 (Letter to Strait Regional School Board) 

MOVED by Councillor MacDonald, SECONDED by Councillor MacLellan that Municipal 
Council send a letter to the Strait Regional School Board outlining concerns about their 
fair play policy. Motion carried. 
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Councillor Chisholm reported that he attended: 
 RK Board Meeting 
 Christmas Parade 
 County Open House 
 Heritage Board Meeting 
 25th Anniversary of St. Martha’s Regional Hospital Foundation 

 
Warden Boucher reported that he attended: 

 Installation of Chancellor Crocker at StFX University 
 Tree Lighting at Columbus Field 
 Christmas Parade 
 County Open House 
 StFX Fall Convocation 
 Christmas Social in Port Hawkesbury 
 Arenas Commission Meeting 
 Mayors and Wardens Meeting 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
The Committee of the Whole meeting which normally takes place on the first Tuesday of the month will 
not be taking place in January. 
 
Warden Boucher wished a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all members of Council, residents, 
staff and media. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 

Min #2015-179 (Motion to Adjourn) 
MOVED by Councillor Deveau, SECONDED by Councillor Boucher that the Council 
meeting adjourns at 8:05pm.  Motion carried. 

 
Council Meeting was called back to order at 8:36pm to approve the following motion. 

 

 

 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

          

 

                                                       
Warden Russell Boucher    Glenn Horne, Municipal Clerk/Treasurer 
 

Min #2015-180 (Shellfish Waste and Tipping fee) 
MOVED by Councillor Boucher, SECONDED by Councillor Deveau that the landfill accept 
shellfish waste from Processing Plant in Cheticamp at a reduced tipping fee of $45.00/tonne. 
Motion carried. 
 

Min #2015-181 (Motion to Adjourn) 
MOVED by Deputy Warden McCarron, SECONDED by Councillor MacLellan that the 
Council meeting adjourns at 8:37pm.  Motion carried. 
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF ANTIGONISH 

TO: MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
 

FROM: GLENN HORNE, MUNICIPAL CLERK TREASURER, MUNICIPALITY OF 
ANTIGONISH 
 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVE E-VOTING FOR THE 2016 MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION 
 

DATE: JANUARY 19, 2016 
 

 
Summary 
 
October, 2016 is the next municipal election for Nova Scotia and municipalities must decide 
if they will be implementing electronic voting. 
 
Electronic voting, or e-voting, is increasingly becoming the method of choice for elections at 
the municipal, provincial and federal government levels throughout Canada with benefits 
such as easy access, fewer spoiled ballots and almost immediate results.  It is also has a lot 
to do with the increased use of technology by the broader population that makes e-voting 
the choice for elections.   
 
Although there are potential risks and drawbacks for e-voting research and trials in other 
municipal units show that the benefits out weight the risks and it is recommended that 
Council implement e-voting for the 2016 municipal election. 
 

Considerations 
 
Electronic voting, or e-voting, was introduced in Nova Scotia municipal elections in 2008 
and at the time traditional methods, paper, were still required.  In 2012, legislation changed 
to allow e-voting only and mechanisms included telephone, internet and kiosk voting.  
Below are some stats from e-voting in Nova Scotia in the 2008 and 2012 elections.   

 In 2008, 4 municipalities used e-voting.  
 In 2012, 15 municipalities used e-voting. (Middleton was not included in the table 

below). 
 Berwick used e-voting in 2008 but did not in 2012 because of cost.  They are 

recommending e-voting for 2016. 
 Wolfville voted not to use e-voting in 2012. 
 11 out of 54 municipalities used electronic voting for the first time in 2012.  
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 On average, there was a 7% (6.58%) increase in voter turnout when compared to 
2008.   

o Not all of the municipalities that used e-voting for the first time in 2012 saw 
an increase in voter turnout.  

o There is a wide range: Truro and Bridgewater saw an increase of over 20%, 
but Digby and Kentville saw decreases of 11%.  

 All 15 municipalities used e-voting only for advance polls. 
 When Nova Scotian voters were offered the option of an electronic or paper ballot 

during 2012 Municipal and School Board elections, the electronic option was the 
choice of 64% of voters. 

 
The table below shows the voter turnout in 2008 and 2012 for municipal units that used e-
voting in 2012 and the method of voting that was used on Election Day. 
 
Municipality Voter 

Turn-Out 
2008 

E-
voting 
2008 

Voter 
Turn-Out 

2012 

E-
voting 
2012 

% Change 
in TO from 

2008 

Method of 
voting on 

election day 
HRM 36.19% y 36.93% y  Paper only 
Stewiacke 70.76% y 58.54% y  e-vote/paper 
Windsor 37.09% y 30.18% y  e-vote only 
Argyle 72.74% n 79.68% y 6.94% e-vote only 
*Berwick 54.53% y 54.72% n   
Bridgewater 23.85% n 45.90% y 22.05% e-vote/paper 
CBRM 50.37% n 55.92% y 5.55% Paper only 
Chester 45.58% n 60.12% y 14.54% Paper only 
Clare 65.36% n 66.26% y 0.90% e-vote/paper 
Digby 
(Town) 

64.65% n 53.58% y -11.07% e-vote only 

Digby (Mun) 44.76% n 47.20% y 2.44% e-vote/paper 
Truro 19.39% n 46.59% y 27.20% e-vote only 
Victoria 60.64% n 74.92% y 14.28% Paper only 
Yarmouth 
(Mun) 

41.61% n 42.07% y 0.46% e-vote only 

Kentville 46.18% n 35.22% y -10.96% e-vote/paper 

 
Functions of E-voting 

Each individual on the final list of electors receives a voter information letter containing 

instructions on how to cast their ballot and their electronic voting credentials (PIN).  After 

receiving the voter instruction letter voters connect to the voting website or call the 800 

number.  The website offers a step by step process where you enter your personal 

identification number (PIN) in order to proceed.   
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The user sees an electronic ballot, one at a time – Councillors, School Board – and the 

individual clicks on the box for their chosen candidate and submits their choice.  Before 

that vote is cast a confirmation screen shows the candidate(s) that the individual chose.  If 

this is not the correct list the individual can return to the ballot or vote now.   An individual 

can access their vote and make a change up until the close of the polls. 

Technology Trends 

Statistics Canada has gathered some data on internet usage.  According to the 2012 

Canadian Internet Use Survey:  

 80 percent of individuals 16 years and older used the internet for personal use. 

 Overall, Canadian’s are experienced internet users with almost on half of users (47 

percent) having been online for 10 years or more.   

 Seniors accounted for about one half (51 percent) of non-users.  Nearly four in ten 

non-users (39 percent) cam e from households reporting low income. 

 Research shows that technology can remove some administrative barriers to the 

electoral process, especially for some groups of electors, including those with 

accessibility challenges and potentially youth. 

Attitudes and E-Voting in Canada 

Elections Canada has also gathered research on technology trends, Canadian’s attitudes 

and the benefits and drawbacks of e-voting.  According to the 2011 Elections Canada 

Survey of Electors: 

 The majority of electors (86 percent) have access to the internet in their home; an 

increase of 5 percent since 2008 and 22 percent since 2003.   

 57 percent of non-voters, primarily those with internet access at home, said they 

would have voted had it been possible to do so over the internet. 

 The 2011 Canadian Election Study shows that half of the electors (49.1 percent) 

agree, somewhat (31.5 percent) or strongly (17.6 percent) that “Canadians should 

have the option to vote over the internet in federal elections”. This compares to 39.4 

percent who disagree.  

 A majority of electors (58.8 percent) said they would be likely, either somewhat 

(17.0 percent) or very (41.8 percent), to vote over the Internet if they could do so; 

37.5 percent say they would not be likely to do so. 

 50.3 percent of electors think voting over the Internet is "risky" while 29.7 percent 

think it is not. 
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 Across the board, positive impact on participation turned out to be negligible. On 

the other hand, in all cases, electors took advantage of the option, and the Internet 

voting option has been retained for future elections.  

 A policy analyst for Elections Canada suggests that changes in society, especially 

those that are incited by new technologies and increasing online use are influencing 

the expectations of Canadians. 

Benefits of e-Voting 

 On average, it took 1 minute, 31 seconds to vote by internet during 2012. 

 Surveys on non-voters indicate that being too busy, out of the area or ill/disabled is 

a reason that they did not vote (statistics Canada, 2013).  E-voting allows voters to 

vote from anywhere-anytime. 

 E-voting could allow for greater secrecy for special populations of electors with 

disabilities (including visually or hearing impaired, because they can vote 

unassisted and are afforded a greater degree of anonymity when casting a ballot.  

 E-voting may be a method of engaging those voters who are considered the hardest 

to reach, particularly young people aged 18 to 30.   

 Has the promise to positively impact voter turnout, though not proven at this time. 

 The incremental financial cost to a voter casting an electronic ballot is less than that 

for an individual voting in-person after having taken time off work, travelling to a 

polling station and obtaining childcare. 

 Over the long term, all types of internet voting have the potential to be less 

expensive to operate and execute than traditional paper ballots.  

 Eliminates proxy votes and certificates of eligibility. 

 Results are available almost immediately. 

 No spoiled ballot issues, positive ballot confirmation. 

 Eliminates the need for an interim voters’ list to be used at physical polling stations 

on advance voting day.  The voters’ list can be continuously updated. 

Drawbacks and Risks 

 Those opposed to e-voting prominently cite security, threats of computer viruses or 

hackers, as the number one risk.   

 Problems with access to technology and the digital divide for those who have access 

and do not have access to a computer and those who have faster connections and 

those who have slower connections. 
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 E-voting presents greater opportunity for fraud and coercion or vote-buying – i.e. 

someone voting on another’s behalf without their permission or pressuring others 

to vote in a way that he or she would not have otherwise. 

 Voter education that ensures public awareness of electronic voting and 

understanding and use of online systems are a concern. 

 Privatization is a concern when electoral administrators cede control to a hired firm 

and causes negative impact on public confidence. 

 The proliferation of electronic election services has the power to alter that nature of 

electoral participation by causing more electors to vote alone instead of at a polling 

place with others.   

 Although electronic voting may be more popular among committed voters it is not 

as trusted as traditional in-person voting options. 

Financial Implications 
 
Antigonish County has put their name forward to be included in the Bulk Purchasing 

Request for Proposals that was prepared by Halifax.  Potential benefits of this approach 

include efficiencies, financial saving and opportunities for smaller municipal units to 

affordably provide e-voting, which means we could see more municipal units offering e-

voting in 2016.  The RFP contains language that allows the listed parties to enter into their 

own agreement with the highest scoring proponent, but does not require them to.  Any 

agreement will be solely between the Municipality and the vender. 

The above referenced RFP has been awarded and staff are in the process of determining a 

precise estimate of costs to participate.     

In 2012 Election costs were approximately $13,000 using the traditional methods of voting.  

An external returning officer was appointed.  If Council chooses to use both e-voting and 

paper ballots the cost would be approximately double.     

Alternatives 

 That Council proceeds with a combination of e-voting and paper ballots. 

 That Council proceeds with paper ballots only. 

Communications 
 
Staff will include an educational component in the voter engagement plan to ensure that 
voters are aware that e-voting will be used and know how to use it. 
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Recommendation 
 
Although there are potential risks for e-voting staff believe that the benefits outweigh the 

risks.  The success of e-voting in 14 other Nova Scotia municipalities – no reported fraud or 

security risks – and the increasing trends in Canadian’s use and attitudes towards 

technology and e-voting are evidence that moving forward with e-voting for the 2016 

municipal election would be beneficial.   

Staff recommend that Municipal Council give first reading to the attached by-law 
authorizing voters to vote electronically in the 2016 municipal election and that there be 
concurrent use of paper ballots. 
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                     BY­LAW RESPECTING ALTERNATIVE VOTING 

BE IT ENACTED by the Council of the Municipality of the County of Antigonish, under the 
authority of Sect 1 46A of the Municipal Elections Act, 1989 R. S.N. S. c. 300, as amended, as 
follows: 
 
 
Short Title 

1. This By­law shall be known as the “Alternative Voting By­law”. 
 
 
Definitions 
 

2. In this by­law: 
 

(a) “Act” means the Municipal Elections Act, 1989 R.S.N.S. c. 300, as amended; 
 

(b) “Advance poll” means the Tuesday immediately preceding ordinary polling day; 
and either 

(i) one other day fixed by the Council by resolution that is 
either Thursday, the ninth day before ordinary polling day 
or Saturday, the seventh day before ordinary polling day; 
or 

(ii) if Council has delegated its authority to fix a day to the 
Returning Officer, one other day fixed by the Returning 
Officer that is either Thursday, the ninth day before 
ordinary polling day, or Saturday the seventh day before 
ordinary polling day; 

(c) “alternative polling days” means any hours and dates fixed by a resolution of 
Council for alternative voting; 
 

(d) “alternative voting” means voting by telephone or via the internet and includes 
a combination of telephone and internet voting; 

 
(e) “ballot box” means a computer database in the system where cast internet 

ballots and telephone ballots are put; 
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(f) “candidate” means a person who has been nominated as a candidate pursuant 

to the Act; 
 
(g) “Council” means the Council of the municipality; 
 
(h) “Deputy Returning Officer” means a person appointed under the Act to preside 

over a polling station; 
 
(i) “Education Act” means the Education Act, 1995­1996 S.N.S. c. 1, as amended; 
 
(j) “election” means an election held pursuant to the Act, including a school board 

election, a special election and a plebiscite; 
 
(k) “Election Officer” means an “election official” under the Act; 
 
(l) “elector” means a person: 

(i) qualified to vote pursuant to the Act and the Education 
Act; and 
(ii) entitled to vote for an election pursuant to section 7 of 
this by­law; 

 
(m) “final list of electors” means the final list of electors completed pursuant to 

Section 40 of the Act; 
 

(n) “friend voter” means a friend who votes for an elector pursuant to section 9 of 
this by­law; 

 
(o) “internet ballot” means an image of a ballot on a computer screen including all 

the choices available to an elector and the spaces in which an elector marks a 
vote; 

 
(p) “municipality” means the Municipality of the County of Antigonish; 
 
(q) “normal business hours” means the time between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Monday through to and including Friday; 
 
(r) “ordinary polling day” means the third Saturday in October in a regular election 

year and in the case of any other election means the Saturday fixed for the 
election; 

 
(s) “PIN” means a Personal Identification Number issued to an elector for 

alternative voting on alternative voting polling days; 
 
(t) “plebiscite” means a plebiscite directed to be held by the Council pursuant to 

section 56 of the Act; 
 
(u) “proxy voter” means an elector who votes by a proxy pursuant to the Act; 
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(v) “regular election year” means 2012 and every fourth year thereafter; 
 
(w) “rejected ballot” means an internet ballot or telephone ballot that has not been 

marked for any candidate: 
 
(x) “Returning Officer” means a Returning Officer and an assistant returning officer 

who are appointed pursuant to the Act; 
 
(y) “seal” means to secure the ballot box and prevent internet and telephone 

ballots from being cast; 
 
(z) “special election” means a special election held pursuant to the including a 

special election for a vacancy on a school board; 
 
(aa) “system” means the technology, including software, that: 

(i) records and counts votes: and 
(i i) processes and stores the results of alternative voting 

during alternative polling days; 
 

(bb) “System Elections Officer” means: 
(i) a person who maintains, monitors, or audits the system, 

and 
(ii) a person who has access to the system beyond the access 

necessary to vote by alternative voting. 
 

(cc) “telephone ballot” means: 
(i) an audio set of instructions which describes the voting 

choices available to an elector; and 
(ii) the marking of a selection by an elector by depressing the 

number on a touch tone keypad. 
 

Alternative Voting Permitted 

3. Subject to this by­law, alternative voting shall be permitted on alternative polling 

days. 

Notification of Electors 

4. (1) The Returning Officer shall cause notice of alternative polling days to be 
 published in a newspaper circulating in the municipality. 

(2) The notice of alternative polling days shall: 

 (a) identify the alternative polling days for alternative voting; and 
 

(b) inform the elector that telephone voting and internet voting is permitted 
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during alternative polling days. 

(3) The notice may include any other information the Returning Officer deems 
necessary. 

 
Form of Telephone and Internet Ballots 
 

5. (1) A telephone ballot and internet ballot shall: 
 

(a) identify by the title “Election for Councillor” or “Election for School Board 
Member”, as the case may be; 
 

(b) identify the names or names by which they are commonly known of the 
candidates with given names followed by surnames, arranged alphabetically 
in order of their surnames and, where necessary, their given names; and 

 
(c) warn the elector to “vote for one candidate only” or “vote for not more than 

(the number of candidates to be elected) candidates”, as the case may be. 
 

(2) No title, honour, decoration or degree shall be included with a candidate’s name 
on an internet ballot or telephone ballot. 
 

 
Oath 

 
6. Any oath that is authorized or required shall be made: 

(i) in the form specified by this by­law, or 
(ii) if the form is not specified by this by­law, in the form required by the Act.  

 
 
Electors 
 

7. No person shall vote by alternative voting unless: 
 

(a) the person’s name appears on the final list of electors on the date chosen by 
Council for the final list of electors to be completed pursuant to Section 40 of 
the Act; or 
 

(b) the person’s name does not appear on the final list of electors and: 
(i) the person appears before the Deputy Returning 

Officer during normal business hours during 
alternative polling days; and 

(ii) the person swears an oath in the prescribed form 
to this by­law.  

 
Proxy Voting 
 

8. A proxy voter shall not vote for an elector by alternative voting. 
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Friend Voting 
 

9. (1) A friend voter shall only vote for an elector by alternative voting if: 
  

(a) an elector is unable to vote because: 
(i) the elector is blind 
(ii) the elector cannot read; or 
(iii) the elector has a physical disability that prevents 

him or her from voting by alternative voting. 
 

(b) the elector and the friend appear, in person, before the Returning Officer 
and take the prescribed oaths. 

 
(2) A candidate shall not act as a friend voter unless the elector is a child, grandchild, 

brother, sister, parent, grandparent, or spouse of the candidate. 
 
(3) The elector shall take an oath in the prescribed form to this by­law providing that 

he or she is incapable of voting without assistance. 
  
(4) The friend of the elector shall take an oath in the prescribed form to this by­law 

that: 
 
(a) the friend has not previously acted as a friend for any other elector in the 

election other than an elector who is a child, grandchild, brother, sister, 
parent, grandparent, or spouse of the friend of the elector. 
 

(b) the friend will mark the ballot as requested by the elector; and 
 

(c) the friend will keep secret the choice of the elector. 
 
(5) The Returning Officer shall enter in the poll book: 
 

(a) the reason why the elector is unable to vote; 
(b) the name of the friend; and 
(c) the fact that the oaths were taken.  

Voting 

10. The system shall put internet ballots and telephone ballots cast by an elector in the 
ballot box. 

 
 
Seal 
 

11. (1) Where alternative voting closes before the close of the polls on ordinary polling 
day, the system shall seal the ballot box until after the close of the poll 
on ordinary polling day. 
 

  (2) The system shall seal the ballot box even where fewer than ten persons from any 
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polling district voted for a candidate during alternative polling days. 
 
List of persons who voted 

 
12. Where alternative voting closes before the close of the polls on ordinary polling day, 

the system shall: 
 

(a) generate a list of all electors who voted by alternative voting; and 
 

(b) on the Final List of Electors cause a line to be drawn through the name 
of all the electors who voted during alternative polling days. 
 

13. A printed and electronic copy of the lists under Section 12 shall be delivered to the 
Returning Officer within 24 hours of the close of alternative voting. 

 
 14. Where alternative voting closes at the close of the polls on ordinary polling day, the 
system shall generate a list of all electors who voted by alternative voting. 

 
 
Counting 

 
 15. (1)     At the close of ordinary polling day, the system shall generate a count of the          

telephone ballots and internet ballots in the ballot box that were cast for each candidate 
during the alternative polling days. 

 
  (2)    In counting the votes that were cast for each candidate during alternative polling   
days, the system shall not count rejected ballots. 
 
 

Tallying of Rejected Ballots 
 
16.  At the close of ordinary polling day, the system shall tally the number of rejected ballots 
that were cast during alternative polling days and the tally shall be delivered to the Returning 
Officer. 

 
 
Recount by System 
 
17. In the event of a recount, the system shall regenerate the election count and a printed 
copy of the regenerated count shall be given to the Returning Officer. 

 
18. If the initial count and the regenerated count match, the regenerated count shall be the 
final count of the votes cast by alternative voting.  

   
19. (1)  If the regenerated count and the initial count do not match, the Returning Officer    

shall: 
(a) direct one final count be regenerated by the system of the votes 

cast by alternative voting, and 
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(b) attend while the final count is being regenerated. 
 

(2) The regenerated final count pursuant to Subsection (1) shall be the final count of 
the votes cast by alternative voting. 

 
 
Recount by Court 
 

20. (1) For a recount, the judge shall only consider the final count by the system, as 
determined by Section 18 or 19 of the total number of votes that were cast by 
alternative voting for each candidate. 

 
 (2)The final count by the system, as determined by Section 18 or 19, of the total number 

of votes that were cast by alternative voting for each candidate shall be added to the 
judge’s count of the number of votes for each candidate cast by non­alternative voting. 

 
 
Secrecy 

 
21. An election officer and system election officer shall maintain and aid in maintaining the 
secrecy of the voting. 
 
22.   Every person in attendance at a polling station, or at the counting of the votes, shall 
maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting. 

 
 

Other Methods of Voting 
 

23. If voting via the Internet through the unsupervised use of a personal computing device is 
permitted during an election, voting shall be permitted by some other means on each 
advance polling day and on ordinary polling day. 

 
 
Severability 
 

24. If a court of competent jurisdiction should declare any section or part of a section of this 
by-law to be invalid, such section or part of a section shall not be construed as having 
persuaded or influenced Council to pass the remainder of the by­law and it is hereby declared 
that the remainder of the by­law shall be valid and shall remain in force. 

 
 
Prohibitions 
 

25. No person shall: 
(a) use another person’s PIN to vote or access the system unless the person is a 

friend voter; 
(b) take, seize, or deprive an elector of his or her PIN: or 
(c) sell, gift, transfer, assign or purchase a PIN. 
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26. No person shall: 

(a) interfere or attempt to interfere with an elector who is casting an internet 
ballot or telephone ballot; 

(b) interfere or attempt to interfere with alternative voting; or 
(c) attempt to ascertain the name of the candidate for whom an elector is 

about to vote or has voted. 
 
27. No person shall, at any time, communicate or attempt to communicate any information 
relating to the candidate for whom an elector has voted. 

 
 
Offences and Penalty 
 

28. (1) A person who: 
(a) violates any provision of this by­law; or 
 
(b) permits anything to be done in violation of any provision of this by-law is 

guilty of an offence. 
 

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) of this section is guilty of an offence and 
is liable, on summary conviction, to a penalty of not less than five thousand dollars 
and not more than ten thousand dollars and in default of payment, to 
imprisonment for a term of two years less a day, or both. 

 
 (3) In determining a penalty under subsection (2), a judge shall take into account: 
 

(a) the number of votes attempted to be interfered with; 
 
(b) the number of votes interfered with; and 

 
(c) any potential interference with the outcome of an election. 

 
(4) Pursuant to Section 146A of the Act: 
 

(a) the limitation period for the prosecution of an offence under this by­law is 
two years from the later of the date of the commission of the offence and 
the date on which it was discovered that an offence had been committed; 
and 
 

(b) The Remission of Penalties Act, 1989 SNS c. 397, as amended, does not 
apply to pecuniary penalty imposed by this by-law. 
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Municipality of the County of Antigonish 
 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF FRIEND OF ELECTOR REQUIRING ASSISTANCE 
FOR ALTERNATIVE VOTING 

 
(For use by a person who is not a candidate and who is not related to the 

elector) You swear (or solemnly affirm) that: 

(a) you have not previously acted as a friend for any other elector in the election 
who is not a child, grandchild, brother, sister, parent, grandparent, or spouse; 
 

(b) you will carry out the wishes of the elector on whose behalf you act; and 
 
(c) you will keep secret the name of the candidate or candidates for whom you 

mark the internet ballot or telephone ballot. 
 

 
 
NOTE: A candidate shall not act as a friend of an elector who is not a child, grandchild, 

brother, sister, parent, grandparent, or spouse of the candidate. A person who is not a 
candidate may act as a friend for one unrelated elector and any number of electors 
who are a child, grandchild, brother, sister, parent, grandparent, or spouse of the 
friend. 
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Municipality of the County of Antigonish 

 
OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF ELECTOR REQUIRING ASSISTANCE 

FOR ALTERNATIVE VOTING 
(CANDIDATE/RELATIVE) 

 
(For use by a person, including a candidate, who is related to the elector) 

 
You swear (or solemnly affirm) that: 

 
(a) the elector on whose behalf you acted is a child, grandchild, brother, sister, parent, 

grandparent, or spouse. 
 

(b) You will carry out the wishes of the elector on whose behalf you act; and 
 

(c) You will keep secret the name of the candidate or candidates for whom you mark the 
internet ballot or telephone ballot. 
 

 
NOTE: A candidate shall not act as a friend of an elector who is not a child, grandchild, 

brother, sister, parent, grandparent, or spouse of the candidate.  A person who is not 
a candidate may act as a friend for one unrelated elector and any number of electors 
who are a child, grandchild, brother, sister, parent, grandparent, or spouse of the 
friend. 
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Municipality of the County of Antigonish 
 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF ELECTOR 
NOT ON LIST OF ELECTORS 

 
 

I swear (or solemnly affirm) that: 
1. On this date I actually reside in the Municipality of the County of Antigonish. 
 
2. I have been ordinarily resident in the Municipality of the County of Antigonish for a 

period of three months immediately preceding ordinary polling day in this election. 
 

3. I have not voted before in this election. 
 
4. I am a Canadian citizen and of the full age of eighteen years, or will be on 

ordinary polling day. 
 
5. I am not the returning officer, a person serving a sentence in a penal or reform 

institution, or a person convicted of bribery under the Municipal Elections Act in the six years 
preceding ordinary polling day. 
 
 
Address of Elector  Elector’s Date  Signature of Elector      Consents to Name 
    of Birth          being added to 
                Voters List 
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
           “Yes” or “No” 
 
 
Sworn (or affirmed) at       
In the Municipality of the County of Antigonish 
This    day of    ,   before me 
                                       
             Deputy Returning Officer            
 

The Voters List may be used in future municipal, provincial or federal elections. 
(Date of Birth will be removed from final list of electors). 
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